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INTER-ARAB AFFAIRS 


COMMENTS BY DELEGATES TO AAPSO CONFERENCE CITED 
LD211204 Aden Domestic Service in Arabic 1230 GMT 20 Mar 81 EA 
{Text) A number of delegations to the 13th AAPSO Meeting arrived in Aden today. 


Brother ‘Abd al-Muhein Abu Mayzar, a member of the PLO Executive Committee and 

the official spokesman of the organization, arrived at the head of the Palestinian 
delegation to the lith meeting of the General Assembly of the organization. Mem- 
bere of the Palestinian delegation include Brothers Abu ‘Ammar Sad, a member of 
the Revolutionary Cc uncil of the Fatah Palestinian Movement; Fahd al-Qawasimah 
and Muhammad Milhim, the mayors of Hebron and Halhul qunicipalities on the occu- 
pied West Bank, and a number of Palestinian officials. 


An Algerian delegation, led by Brother Abdelkader (Bounakran), a member of the 
Central Committee of the Algerian FLN Party, also arrived in Aden for the same 


purpose. 


On arrival at Aden International Airport, Brother Abu Mayzar made 4 statement to 
our radio reporter in which he said the 13th meeting of the organization is of 
special and historic importance because it is taking place in Democratic Yemen, 
which stands (?0n the front Line) on the border between Asia and Africa, which 
confronts the imperialist and colonialist designs and attempts by imperialist 
circles to control the resources of this region and dominate the destinies of its 
peoples. He explained in his statement that in view of the current historic 
circumstances at Arab and international levels, the Palestinian revolution 
senses the importance of this conference and has decided to contribute to its 
work at a high and extensive level, working with all those who have good inten- 
tions and who love freedom and peace based on justice in Asia, Africa and the 
whole world to confront the aggressive U.S. imperialist attack. 


Brother Abu Mayzar stressed in his statement that the Palestinian delegation will 
work with the brothers and friends taking part in the conference to highlight 

the importance, vitality and role of the Palestinian cause in this part of the 
world and in the life of the Middle East. 


In a statement to our radio reporter, Fahd al-Qawasimah, mayor of the Hebron 
municipality on the occupied West Bank, said experience has proved that all the 
UN resolutions, human rights committees and international public opinion are not 








enough to inaure the return of the three deportees to their homeland, 
Al-Qawasimah streesed that despite thie, he and his colleagues, Muhammad Milhia, 
mayor of the Halhul gunicipality, and Shaykh (Rajeb), will return and that the 
way ie open for a return. We added: Our attendance at this conference in Aten 
confirms the truth of the return and helps show the truth to the peoples of the 
entire world, giving them a close-up view of current Leraeli practices in occu- 
pied Palestine. 


Brother Muhammad Milhim, mayor of the Halhul municipality, in 4 statement to our 
radio reporter, said: Through the solidarity of participants at the Lith meeting 
of the AAPSO General Assembly, who represent over 100 UN member states, we will 
work co attain what the United Nations can achieve for the Palestinian Arab 
people through the hundreds of resolutions that have so tar been adopted. Milhia 
stressed in his statement the importance of moving from the stage of solidarity 
by word to solidarity by deed at all levels, both in the Arab arena and in the 
corridors of the United Nations. 


He added: Perhaps our attendance at this conference will mark the beginning of 
serious work to serve the Afro-Asian peoples and the aspirations of the Pales- 
tinian Arab peoples and fulfill their aims of freedom, stability, return and 
self-determination on the soil of their Palestinian homeland. 


The leader of the Algerian delegation made a statement to the radio reporter in 
which he expressed his pleasure at attending the meeting of the AAPSO General 
Assembly in Aden. tHe said the Algerian delegation will work with the other 
participants to make the meeting a success, with results that will serve the 
causes of struggle of the peoples of Asia and Africa, particularly the just 
cause of the struggle of the Palestinian Arab people. 


He referred in his statement to Democratic Yemen's call for a summit conference 

of the states of the Gulf, peninsula and Horn of Africa to discuss the question 

of eliminating foreign military bases in the region. He said Algeria backs this 
call just as it backs Democratic Yemen in its confrontation of all the conspiracies 
and provocations of the imperialist and reactionary forces. In his statement, he 
denounced reactionary imperialist military moves in this region. 


Delegations from solidarity organizations in Zambia, Mauritania, Malawi, Uganda, 
Hungary, France and Cuba arrived in Aden early this morning. 


A number of leaders of these delegations stressed the importance of holding the 
meeting in Aden in view of current circumstances in the international arena and 
the increasing imperialist onslaught on the Near and Middle East, particularly 
against progressive regimes and national Liberation movemenis. 


They added in their radio statements that holding the meeting in Democratic Yemen, 
amid the intensification of reactionary imperialist provocations, has great sig- 
nificance and will further reinforce solidarity among the Asian-African peoples 
in the struggle against imperialism and for peace and progress. They expressed 
their hope that the meeting will be crowned with success. 


CSO: 4802 








INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


JORDANIAN ARMED FORCES CAPTURE FPEDAYEEN UNIT 
JN142207 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 2115 GMT 14 Mar 61 


[Text] Damascuse--The Popular | iceration War Vanguards Organization-al-Sa'iqah 
fvrcees issued a etatement in Damascus today. The statement explained that one 
of the organization's units had moved to carry out a combat mission inside occu- 
pied Palestine. As the unit was on its way to cross the Jordan River, it was 
subjected to heavy firing from the Jordanian Army positions without prior warn- 
ing. The unit was forced to return fire in self-defense. 


The statement added that the unit's elements were keen to adhere to their com- 
mand's instructions not to clash with the Jordanian armed forces in order to 
avoid causing any harm to the Jordanian Army's elements who are being sent by 
the Jordanian regime to confront the Palestinian revolution. 


Our revolutionaries were captured after a 3-hour clash. 


The statement streesed that this practice by the Jordanian regime is intended to 
strike at the Palestinian revolution and to prevent the Palestinian revolution's 
fighters from moving ir the Jordanian arena in order to serve the enemies of our 
cause and nation. However, our Arab army in Jordan will act allow this con- 
spiratorial and agent role to continue. We are confident that the uprising of 
the masses and their Arab army is coming soon. The masses will then punish the 
figures of treason, the protectors of Israel. 


The statement announced that the revolutionar es will continue to exercise their 
right and the right of the Palestinian revolution in confronting and attacking 
the enemy across the Jordanian front and all other fronts as well. The revolu- 
tionaries will not be hindered by the Jordanian regime's practices, which are in 
harmony with the role and the practices of the agents of Israel and imperialism 
in our Arab arena like agent Sa'd Haddad and the other agent figures of Arab 
reaction. 


The statement urged all the Arab strugglers, the Arab national and progressive 
powers and the masses in Jordan to undertake their natural role in supporting 
the revolutionaries of Palestine inside and outside Palestine. 


CSO: 4802 














INTER“ARAB AFFAIRS 


JOINT SYRLAN=-PDRY STATEMENT ISSUED AT END OF PARTY TALKS 
JN211505 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1215 GMT 21 Mar 81 


[Text] The Syrian and PDRY sides have strongly condemned the Camp David accords, 
their aggressive designs, their results, the so-called European initiative and 
any treaties and proposed solutions which aim at liquidating the Palestine cause, 
strengthening Zionist occupation of Arab lands, fragmenting the Arabs and strik- 
ing at their unity. 


A joint statement was issued at the end of the visit to the PDRY by the Arab 
Socialist Ba'th Party delegation, led by Comrade Muhammad Jabir Bajbuj, member 
of the National Command and head of the Pan-Arab Students Office, at *he invita- 
tion of the Central Committee of the YSP. 


In the statement, both sides affirm their determination to continue the struggle 
by all possible means through enhancing the steadfastness and confrontation 

front; supporting its mainstays, Syria and the Palestinian resistance; streng*hen- 
ing the Arab People's Congress and increasing the unity of the Arab struggle 

with effective official and popular solidarity, based on opposition to imperial- 
ism and Zionism. 


The two parties condemn all conspiratorial attempts to minimize the role of the 
PLO and to cancel its role as the sole legitimate representative of the Pales- 
tinian people. 


During the discussions, the two sides reviewed the ci cumstances of the Arab 
struggle in the light of the vicious imperialist, Zionist, reactionary onslaught 
against the Arab homeland and al-Sadat's treason and surrender to the Zionist 


enemy. 


The two sides affirmed that the Palestine question is the essence of the Arab- 
Zionist confiict and the Arabs’ main cause. They also affirmed that the Palestine 
cause must be the vasis of the struggle against imperialism and Zionism, which 

are represented by the Zionist entity in occupied Palestine. 


The Arab Socialist Ba'th Party praised the PDRY's initiative in calling for a 
summit conference of Gulf, Arab Peninsula and African Horn countries to discuss 
liquidation of foreign military presence and achievement of security, stability 
and independent development of the countries in these areas. 














The Arab Socialiat Ba'th Party condemned the joint U.S. Omani military maneuvers 
in Omani territory. These maneuvers threaten the sovers gnty and security of 
the PDRY and security and peace in the Gulf and Arabian enineula. 


The two parties also affirmed their support for the struggle of the Arab people 
in Egypt and that of ite nationalist and progressive forces co topple the agent 
al-Sadat regime and to return Egypt to ite natural place in confronting the 
Zionist enemy. 


The two parties also affirmed their support for the struggle of the Arab people 
in Lebanon and its nationalist, pan-Arab, progressive movement to preserve the 
Arabiem of Lebanon and the unity of ite land and people. 


The two parties strongly condemned the repeated Israeli attacks on southern 
Lebanon. They affirmed the necessity of enhanc ag the struggling solidarity 
between Syria, the Pa.estisian resistance and the Lebanese nationalist, pro- 
gressive movement as a basic requirement for foiling the conspiratorial designs 
in the Lebanese arena. 


The two sides condemn all conspiracies to liquidate the Palestinian resistance 
in southern Lebanon. They praised the struggle of the Arab Palestinian masses 
in the occupied lands against Zionist settlement and their struggle to foil the 
administrat ve autonomy conspiracy. 


The two sides expressed their anxiety over the continuation of the lraqi- 
Iranian war, which does not serve the national interests of either people. They 
asserted their conviction that the Iraqi and Iranian peoples are capable of 
foiling imperialist, reactionary conspiracies and ‘hat they will continue their 
struggle with determination alongside our Arab masses and their nationalist 
progressive regimes against imperialism, Zionism and reaction. 


The two sides affirmed that establishment of the merger between Syria and Libya 
is especially important in the present delicate circumstances because this merger 
is a revolutionary response to the Camp David conspiracy, and will enhance Arab 
steadfastness and insure a springboard for the Arab liberation forces in con- 
fronting challenges and conspiracies throughout the Arab homeland. 


The two sides asserted the special importance of the strong and developing rela- 
tions of friendship and cooperation with the socialist bloc countries, led by 
the Soviet Union, and with all the forces of liberation, progress, socialism 

and peace in the world. In this respect, they expressed satisfaction at the 
qualitative development in relations between their two countries and the Soviet 
Union. The two sides affirmed the necessity of strengthening Arab-Soviet 
friendship in all fields. 


The two sides expressed their concern over the movements and efforts of U.S. 
imperialism to enhance its military presence in the Arab Gulf region and the 
Indian Ocean and its establishment of new military bases in the Arab region in 
Egypt, Somalia, Oman and other countries. This constitutes a serious threat, 
not only to the freedom and independence of the peoples of the areca and its 
natural resources, but also to international security and peace. 














The two sides expressed their appreciation for the increasing role of the non- 
aligned movement in strengthening international security and peace to establish 
fucernational economic relations among all countries on a democratic basis and 


to eliminate discrimination and hegemony. 


The two sides expressed their satisfaction with the fraternal and cooperative 
relations between their two parties and countries. They affirmed their con- 
tinued efforts to develop and enhance these relations. Within this context, a 
cooperative agreement was signed between the Arab Socialist Ba'th Party and the 


YSP for tie years 1981 and 1982. 
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INTER<ARAB AFFALRS 


¥VLO OFFICIAL DISCUSSES ARAB, INTERNATIONAL ASPECTS OF PALESTINIAN QUESTION 
Jiddah AL@-MADINAH in Arabic } Feb 81 p 5 


lArticle by Shakih al-Amawi: "The PLO Debate: A Meeting with the Men of 
Fatah Who Are Working Diligentiy in Every Corner of the World; Everything 
You Wanted Toe Know about the Palestinian Question is Here, Yes, Here”. 


‘Text ) The meeting that had been called for last Thursday by the 
Palestinian Popular Committee to hear Mr Faruq al-OQadumi, the chief of the 
political bureau in the PLO and the secretary of the Central Committee of 
the Fatah Movement was attended by the leaders of Fatah, Meers Khalid 
ai-Hasan and ‘Abd<al-Muhein Abu Mayear. It was one of the best meet ings 
that Fatah held in Jiddah. 


Al-Qadumi was .oquacious. tt were as though he wanted to fill people's 
minds with the work the organization has been doing since its creation. 
For more than 2? hours he explained and he argued without pause. 1 do not 
think that a person can be that loquacious and can have that much concen- 
tration and knowledge a6 a!-Oadumi did on that splendid and curious 
evening. 


An honest, sophisticated politician would hate an untruthful enakelike 
politician. Therefore, +1-—Oadumi began to explain Kiscinger’'s policy in 
the Middle faet and che malicious role he played there. Kissinger u ed to 
meet with the Arab commanders and leaders, and he used to tell each one of 
them something different from what he told the other. When the lesders 
would exchange views, they would discower that Kissinger Sad been 
Geceiving ther and that he had lied to all of them. Kissinger once 
attended a weeting |) of a Vietnamese delegation to which he had been 
invited. The meeting lasted only one minute during which the delegation 
told Kissinger one statement: “You, Kissinger, are the biggest liar in 
history’ The meeting was adjourned, and the Vietnamese delegation with- 
drew and left him alone. 


Al-OQadumi says, “At the Aleeria conference in 1973 a1-§ said, ‘Why 
don't you, the Palestinians, accept the plan that is be proposed to 
you’’ Al-Sadat wante! to get rid of the difficulties he was in by any 
means. Sut Miseinger and terae! had one specific obtective. They wanted 











to separate Feypt from the Arabe and from the Palestinian question, They 
wanted te ecateh the bie Fish. ‘AbdealeNasir used to say, ‘We want } years 
to rebuild ourselves,’ But aleSadat is contradicting today what he said 
yesterday. We is pursuing a policy of haphasardness and improvisation, 
and he is influenced by what is ‘suggested’ to him without aiving ‘these 
suggestions’ much thoveht and reflection, 


"In 1975 Kissinger played his second game. The Arab countries were trying 
to persuade the Palestinians to comply with Resolution 242 since lerael 
itself would not possibly accept it. mean! te), U.S. leaders were taking 
one step forward and then falling back wherever lerael raised an objection. 


"The Sinai agreement was the beginning of [the process! of getting Eaypt 
out of the Arab struggle and isolating it. It must be said that Egypt 

is 4 major political, economic and military Arab r. Wow can we try 

to keep Egypt’? We used to coordinate | our Pome, ports ‘Abd-al-Nasir, 
who was a deliberate man who understood the Palestinian question and its 
dimensions. Nowever, al<Sadat wanted 4 separate agreement for Sinai that 
was not tied to the other agreements. And he got lost in a great wilder- 
ness, a wilderness that is greater than that of Sinai. The Sinai agreement 
came into existence, and it was followed by protocols that were to be 
approved by the Congress. Take note, the Congress’ Even if the president 
were to change, the agreements and the protocols would be neither changed 
nor amended. 


“Even if ofl were to become scarce in terael, the United Statcs was com- 
mitted to provide lerael with oil by tankers and by (any!) means that would 
get the oil to terael. 


"Al-Sadat told us, ‘We will take you with us to the Geneva Conference. ' 

We turned down ‘his invitation) because ®esolution 242 considers us 
refugees and not the owners of land, of a homeland and (4 native! soil. We 
rejected the Geneva Conference on that basis. The United States changed 
its mind and turned down ‘the idea of] a Palestinian state, and then it 
said coyly, ‘We will talk with the Palestinians.’ Then it changed its mind 
about the dialogue. 


"Kissinger's creative mind then made up the question cf Arabicizing the 
struggle in the Middle Fast region, that is, making the question of 
Palestine an inter-Arab question. Then he turned to Lebanon and said, 
‘Here is the weak spot.’ 


"For a long time we avoided, yes, avoided any clash with Lebanon. A rep- 
resentative from France, then from the Pope and then from every 
reasonable, wise man came [to the region!) to prevent the separatist forces 
in Lebanon from picking a quarrel with the Palestinians. But the 
separatiat forces were determined to explode this struggle. These were the 
forces that were portraying to the Christians in Lebanon ‘the view) that 
the Palestinian Pesistance was the basic enemy in Lebanon. 














"The fighting i6 net between Christians and Muslims, but rather between 
the ferces that are allied with terael and the Liberated Arab ferces, 


"Lerael's ambitions in south Lebanon are well-known and are evrplained 

in detail in the book, ‘lerael's Dagger.’ This book set forth in detail 
lerael's plans against whieh we have always been and will always be 
fighting. We support an Arab Lebanon; we support its sovereignty and its 
unity. We do net support Sa'd Haddad of all these who deal with lerael, 


"The battle in Lebanon is not 4 battle between a Muslim and a Christian. 
Sulayman Franiivyah and the Phalangists are accusing the Palestirians 

of excesses in Lebanon, The Av abe are not responsible for what is hap- 
pening in Lebanon. lt was Dea. Brown whe created these events. They 
attacked the (Dubayyah) camp, and Maronites were slavahtered in the camp. 
We did net respon! so that it would not be said that the Palestinians 
took vengeful setion. Then there was the incident of the Maronites' moat 
loathsome crime in history. Tate was in al-Karantina and then in 
al-Parlikh where Palestinians were slaughtered like sheep. And Rashid 
Karami resigned as 4 result. 


"The Palestinians escaped to protect the Arabs of Lebanon. Al-Damur was 
the reaction to aleMaslikh and al-farantina. 


“The separatists began another war. Among themselves they mugeled Sulayman 
Franiivyyah and then the liberals. The cycle of liquidations turned, and 
there were endless liquidations. 


"The Tunisia conference followed the Baghdad conference. 


"They said, ‘The Palestinians are not to pass throveh the Lebanese bor- 
ders.’ We said, ‘Fine. Any silitary operation inside the occupied land 
in Lebanon will be oroclaimed from another Arab country. ' 


"Sa'd Haddad stopped the Lebanese army at Kater Nala, and the Lebanese 
army was also stopped in Bint Jubayl. 


“We said we will not make an agreement with the separatist forces at the 
expense of our allies, the national forces. These forces had made 4 good 
initiative for peace in Lebanon, but [their efforts!) had fallen on deaf 
ears. 


“We are not responsible for security in Lebanon. It is the Arab deterrent 
forces that are. Nevertheless, we do prociaia (the following |: 


"1. We do not allow any power to hurt the camps. 


‘2. We support the national and progressive forces, our allies, and we 
will not betray ther. 


"3. We ar cooperating with the lawful authority within the Limite of 














the agreements that exist between ws, [such as] the Cairo Agreement and 
others, and the resolution: that were issued by the Arab conferences, 


"a, The Second Sinal Agreement caused events in Lebanen to erupt in an 
alarming and notorious manner, 


"As we said, Kissinger did say, ‘1 will make the Palestinian problem an 
inter-Arab problem. And se the American conspiracy went on, 


"The "inited States wants the Middle Fast region to be its region of 
influence, 


"According to! the Eisenhower Ductrine, the Middle Bast region was a 
vacuum, Then Wissinger came along and isolated Faypt, and al<-Sadat wel- 
comed Nixon even though Nien offered nothing. 


“Then Carter came along, bemoaning human rights in Vietnam and everywhere 
in the world except in the Middle Rast. We said that the Palestinian refu- 
gees had rights, but where? Perhaps in Jordan. We did not dare mention 
the word, Palestine. 


“In spite of that Abu ‘Ammar welcomed the initiative to discuss the prob- 
lem of the Middle Fast in Geneva with the Americans. We said, ‘This con- 
stitutes semi-recognition. Let Cromyko and Vance negotiate, and let the 
chips fall where they may.’ 


“Something similar to a statement on the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people was issued by Russia and the United States in the 
mited Nations Organization. We welcome’ this ‘move! because it was 
positive. 


"But in October Dayan visited Vance and Carter, and Carter relieved israel 
from the substance of the recognition. Carter is the one who sheds tears 
and says that the Jews fought for their independence. What about ‘lee 
al=<Din al-Qassam’ What about ‘Abd-al-OQadir al-Husayni’ What about the 
scores of thousands of those who gave their lives for Palestine’ 


“Where are those from Begin, the terrorist’? Where are they from the ter- 
rorist Jews’ Yes, Carter says, the rights of Palestine are just human 
rights. Carter retracted his statements 48 hours after his statement with 
Ruesia (was issued). 

This is Carter’ 


"All cight! What do we want’? Go ahead, Arabs, and respond. 


"Nobody responded. So be it; we will respond. We discredited Carter in 
a statement at the UN General Assembly. 


‘and thie has been our sisfortune with U.S. soelicy' But we will not lose 
henpe.” 


10 




















What (ts lmportant are lnaterests! 


"What i6 important is to persuade the United States that its interests 
in the region are being threatened; that its interests are being eroded, 
and that ultimately ie will be the loser. 


"We want you, the Arabs, to use your capabilities in communications, ne, 
not only in communications since we can show our teeth in politics, and we 
are flewible; we give and take, but we do not yield, 


"We are not prepared even to acknowledge that thie is an erroneous policy. 
We will never vield. We are prepared to establish a state on any part 
of our usurped land. This is (our) Palestinian diplomacy. 


"A friendly French man said, ‘As long a6 there are 100 lawful guns, your 
state will be established, ' 


"Now we come to the solemn Reagan. Me is saying that the liberation organi- 
sation 18 — terrorist organization, and he is calling for the Jordanian 
option. 


"They want to drive a big wedge between us and Jordan, and they want to 
make that a principal problem. The problem is not between the Arabs; the 
problem is between the Arabe and the racist Zioniat entity. 


"We have no differences with Jordan, and we are not prepared to clash 
with Jordan. 


"lt was Kissinger who was cunning the country. At his farewell | gathering | 
he said, ‘I did not betray my people'’ 


"The principal problem is the Arab-leraeli struggle. The principal problem 
in particular is the policy of the tintted States.” 


We Come to Camp David 
"The UN resolutions 'favor! bringing back the refugees. 


"Why don't they eo back” What business is it of al-Sadat now that he is 
out of the battle’ 


"lt was the first time in the history of nations that a leader who was not 
defeated concluded a peace with people who had been defeated. This was 
after 1973. Al-Sadat had realized a partial victory, and this was not bad. 
Rut what was the reason for all this enthusiasm for peace’ Why all this 
enthusiasm to surrender’ Al-Sadat concluded a peace while the enemy was 
occupying his country. 


“In the Knesset al-Sadat proclaimed loudly and clearly, ‘There will be no 
war with terael atter today.’ Me tanored the PLO, and he did in fact 
recognize ltéerael. 


1} 














"He came back empty-handed: his spirit was broken after the victory) in-= 
stead of attacking, he was escaping. tn lemailia and Aswan he did not 
mention the organisation at all. We said, ‘This is the right of the 
Palestinian people.’ Take note! only their right. 


"The Jews refused to meet at the Palestine Hotel because the name of the 
hotel was Palestine. 


"AleGadat said, ‘(1 will eall for!) the return [of Palestinians) and the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. I will corner them. Look at the 
paper that lema'il Fahmi has. ' 


"They told him, ‘There is no need for idle chatter. Do you or do you not 
accept lerael's paper?’ 


"And that was the last meeting we had with al<-Sadat and lema'il Fahmi. 
We said, ‘Not the paper or anything elee!' May God compensate us for 
al-Sadat'! 


"Al-Sadat sold the cause. He haggied, and he gave lterael what it would 
have never dreamed of. ‘Abd=al-Nasir had refused a unilateral solution to 
the question of Palestine. Faypt left the battle. Syria and iraq do not 
equal Egypt. Feypt supported the Palestinian people with its power, its 
militar, prestige, its manpower, its military and economic prestige, its 
location, tts capabilities and its energies. 


"We told traq and Syria, ‘Arabs. unite!’ And we are still trying to bring 
about this unity. . am afraid of declaring publicly that there would be 
no battle without Egypt. We, [whe are involved) in politics and revolu- 
tionary action are concerned about Egypt's return to the line, and we 

are in contact with the loyal national forces within Egypt. Egypt may 
return to the Arab line before 1 year. 


"Seuttling the Arabs’ military option was sccompanied by autonomy. To 
Regin, autonomy applies to the people and not to the land. 


“In the Casp David accords there is no mention of full withdrawal; no 
mention of self-determination; ne call for the construction of Jewish 
settlements to cease; and no stipulation about Jerusalem. What is more 
outrageous, more bitter and more calamitous is that there is mention of 
normalization of relations. 


"This normalization has been a total failure. Factories in Hulwan shut 
down when lerael's president Naven visited them. The workers said, ‘No.’ 
Of 700 intellectuals who had been invited, only 7 came. Israel's flag 

was flown seven times, and the Egyptians flew 1 million Palestinian flags. 
We will not give up on Egypt. 


“This is what al-Sadat did to Egypt and to the Arabs. 
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"Nevertheless, the Arabs met in Baghdad and issued the Raghdad resolutions 
to resist and to boyeott Camp David and te boyeett every country that 
deals with lerael, 


"The Tunteia conference confirmed these resolutions; the lelamic conferen- 
ces confirmed them; [and se did) the non-aligned countries, 


"The Islamic conferences frose the membership of the igyptian regime. 


"There are plans to strike the Palestinian revolution in Lebanon, but 
they will met be able to de s&e. 


"There ie @ dialogue with Jordan. Jordan has recognized the al-Rabat 
resolutions (that recogniae ue) as the sole representatives of the 
Palestinian people. We have had @ lengthy dialogue with Jordan and 
although we did not achieve much success, we did, nevertheless, achieve 
partial successes. We hope that we will achieve full success and that we 
will come co 4 full understanding. The case for security in Jordan is 
overstated 


“Our relations with the Arab countries are based on the Arab conferences. 
We do not interfere with the Arab countries, but we severtheless contro! 
them here whilst they exceed proper bounds there because of che dissolu- 
tion that exists in the relations of Arab countries. But despite this, the 
non-aligned countries do understand our position, our right and our deter- 
mination to be victorious. 


"At the United Nations Rassam 41-Shak'ah, Karim Khalaf, Muhammad Milhin, 
Fahd Oawasimah and al-Shaykh Rajab al-Tamini turned the world upside down. 
Things have not yet settled for lserael. The problem of Palestine was con- 
sidered from seven to nine times at the Security Council, and 34 ministers 
of foreign affairs were defending Palestinian rights. You saw that 
al-Shaykh ‘Abd-al-Hamid al-Sayih was one of the first persons to be 
expelled from Palestine. Pwery day Palestine has been offering the lives 
of its people and making human sacrifices seven days and seven nights 
[every week) in Lebanon, but they were not able to occupy south Lebanon. 


"The chief of staff of the leraeli army says, ‘We are facing 4 nation 
that has decided to die.’ 


"We are prepared to have Lebanon ewercise its sovereignty over Lebanon 
and only over Lebanon. 


‘Oal'ah al-Shagif was the site of) the curious battlefield. The men of 
the stronghold withstood [the attack), and the young people were witnesses 
to the wictory. The morale of our soldiers is getting stronger every day, 
and the morale of their soldiers is getting weaker. 


“India recognizes our embassy: and Pakistan recognizes our embassy. We 
have embassies in Turkey, Tanzania and in all the Arab countries. In 








ERE 


Angola, in Mogambique, in Uganda, there are hundreds who recognize us 
fully. 


"The (Shefar'am) conference==it is a village near ‘Akka in occupied 
Palestine==-iseued the statement that, ‘The liberation organisation is the 
only representative of the people of Palestine.’ This s.atement was made 
despite the pressure, the oppression, the terror and the torture practised 
against our people there by lerael. 


"In Palestine, Palestinian Arabs make up 41 percent of the people of 
Palestine. 


“Our war i6 4 longeterm war. We want to build ourselves so that our 
struggle can be continuous. 


"We are full-fledged members of the Arab League. We are full-fledged mem- 
bers of the non-aligned [movement]. In the Islamic conferences we enjoy 
full<fledged membership. The only thing we lack is sovereignty over our 
land. 


"There was an intiative (underway) in Burope, and there was a meeting in 
Venice. All this was for Palestine and the Palestinians. But we will 
decide what we want when the PLO,the right to self-determination and the 
sovereignty of the Palestinian people over their land are mentioned. 


“Saudi Arabia has much influence in Europe, and so does Iraq.” 
The lraq-Iran War 


"We must talk about the Iraq-lran war. Iraq is an Arab Muslim state, and 
Iran is a Muslim state. We do not concern ourselves with the internal 
affaires of any other country, but in this case we found ourselves between 
a hammer and an anvil. During the Shah's administration 60 percent of 
lerael's cil needs were supplied by the Shah. The Shah used to give the 
(Mosad) everything. But this war is destructive for the region. We 
support every agency and every effort to stop the war. 


“Abu ‘Ammar's efforts to stop the war have been commendable, and the 
Islamic Conference decided to expand the mediation committee to eight 
members for the purpose of continuing the commendable efforts. 


"We joined Muhammad Raja'i in the Friday community prayer, and then we 
joined Bani Sadr, but to no avail. We hope we will succeed [eventually).” 


The Islamic Conference 


“I give this question mv utmost attention. The Islamic conference was 
one of the most successful conferences in the world. [The participating 
countries) supported the proclamation of « holy war. There were special 
resolutions on Jerusalem on all levels. There were resolutions on 
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Palestine, on the Middle East and on the fact that U.S. policy was anti- 
Arab. There were resolutions on the aspirations and the hopes of the 
Arabs. The conference condemned the foreign intervention in Afghanistan 
and supported the rights of the Comoro Islands for the restoration of 
one of their islands, 


"Saudi Arabia contributed 1 billion dollars for development. This is a 
wise, well-considered, scientific process to support the Islamic coun- 
tries, to tie them to a unified policy and to strengthen relations with 
the African nations and build universities in Niger and Uganda. 


"The session was called the Palestine and Jerusalem session to honor both." 
This is what 1, Shakib al-Amawi have to say. 


"Some time has elapsed in the Life of the Palestinian Revolution under the 
leadership of Fatah. lt was the only revolution in the organization in the 
history of Palestinian revolutions. It is an extension of consecutive, 
successive and continuous revolutions that go back in our modern history 
for more than 60 years. It is an extension of not only hundreds of years, 
but also of thousands of years gone by. 


"Palestine was the center of all the Liberation movements in the Arab 
world. Palestine and the Palestinians contributed to every revolutionary 
movement against every colonialism, occupation and mandate and apainst 
every movement to contain the awakening, the progress, the Liberty and 
the drive of the Arabs. What was important to every colonialist was to 
distract the Arabs' attention from themselves and to see to it that they 
do not overstep the obstacles that were placed for them and the limits 
that were set up for them so that they would remain under observation 
and confinement. All the Arabs went from the hands of one colonialist 
power to another and from [one set of | oppressive pressures to another 
[set of) oppressive pressures. 


“Pata discovered the language that the colonialists, the greedy and the 
usurpers would understand. Britain turned us over to the vilest and the 
most contemptible people in existence: the Jews. The organized struggle 
under the leadership of Fatah began, and the revolution assumed its world- 
wide character, its world-wide respect and its world-wide recognition. 


"Fatah discovered its way, and the people discovered theirs. Words were 
not useful; negotiations were not useful; and concessions were sot useful 
with the people of (Qarizah), the people of Zion 


“The world found out that peace in the Middle Fast, or rather peace in 
the whole world, will only come about through Palestine. The two super- 
powers [meanwhile!) have been stumbling all over themselves to settle the 
matter in a way that will ultimately appeal to and be agreeable to the 
sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people: the liberation 
organization. If there giants were to strike their heads with 1,000 stones 
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and beat their heads against 1,000 walls, nothing else but that will come 
about a8 long as che Palestinian peuple stick together, are in agreement 
with each other and are [willing to] sacrifice and to make every effort 
[to achieve their goal), sparing no blood and no money. 


"The awakening of the Islamic countries did not come late. The razor did 
catch up with all the beards. lt caught up with Egypt, Syria and Lebanon; 
it caught up with all che neighboring countries and even with those who 
are remote from Israel. Le caught up with Iran and with Iraq. The U.5.- 
lacaeli phantom is operating wherever Israel can reach, demolish, destroy 
and spread chaos. But the people of Palestine cid not retreat a single 
inch. What happened in south Lebanon, in the Golan, in Sinai can happen in 
any Arab or Islamic country on the face of the earth. 


"The Muslims woke up. What caused them to wake up was the appeal for a 
holy war that was made by Prince Fahd. The Muslims woke up to Israel's 
ownership of atomic bombs. They woke up at the Islamic Conference, and the 
first question they considered was that of lost Jerusalem. Muslims did not 
want to go down on record as having lost both Palestine and Jerusalem at a 
time when all of them had their independence, their wealth and a measure 
of authority in international politics. 


“This awakening is the beginning. Yes, it is the beginning of serious 
effort, an effort that is more serious, more active and more giving for 
the Palestinian Revolution. 


"The Palestinian scene, the Arab scene, the Islamic scene and even the 
international scene will see that the Palestinians are worthy of indepen- 
dence and of their homeland, which was lost by those who lost it, and that 
they are worthy of che land in Yafa, ‘Akka, al-Ramlah, Safad and foremost 
of all, Jerusalem. 


"Gentlemen, the Fatah meeting with al-Qadumi was one of the best meetings 
and encounters [I've attended]. The dinner of Abu al-Nimr that followed 
was the best conclusion to the meeting and the noble encounter with the 
faithful and cighteous men of Fatah, who are loyal to the Palestinian 
question.” 


8592 
CSO: 4A? 
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INTER=ARAB AFFALRS 


TASKS TO PROMOTE PALESTINIAN CAUSE RECOMMENDED 
Damascus SAWT FALASTIN in Arabic Jan 81 pp 4-7 


[Article by Ahmad Sawan: "The Palestinian Question in 1981: Serious Con- 
apiratorial Challenges and Urgent Defensive Tasks" | 


[Text | Observers usually carry out a political review process at the 
beginning of cach year, Listing the events that occurred during that year 
and those that could take place. They apprise themselves of what is cur- 
rent, and they try to predict the future on che basis of present indica- 
tors and facts. 


What is the purpose behind this process of evaluation and assessment” 

ls it a mere review of the muscl> [£ political analysis and a [formal | 
presentation of individual judgments? Is it merely an exercise in prognos- 
tication? There is no prognosticating in politics; nor is there any kind 
of magic or astrology. 


From Possibility to Peality 


No two people disagree over the fact that kncewledge of the unknown or at 
least some knowledge of the unknown is the cause of considerable anxiety 
with all humans regardless of theic standard and rank. It is fear of the 
unknown that usually forces simple people to believe astrological 
processes. 


in politics one person cannot greatly affect one event or another, and he 
cannot be dogmatic about any matter. However, he can zero in on some 
possibilities whose framework and whose substance may or may not be veri- 
fiable. These possibilities remain mere possibilities. In politics a 
possibility usually entails the ability to turn a possibility into a 
reality. A possibility resembles an aspiration to a large extent, and it 
remains a dream unless it is tied to action. 


The questions that we can address here as we embark upon a new year are 
fas follows!: What about the possibilities of the situation in the region? 
What is the Palestinian question's share of these possibilities’? To what 
extent can these possibilicies be realized or to what extent can we rule 
out their realization? What are our primary and our basic considerations 
of the negative as well as the positive possibiiities’ 
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The Ability To Set Priorities 


These questions bring us face to face with what is being talked about 

in revolutionary political thought: theory and practice; thought and 
application; vords and deeds; aspirations and reality. All these state- 
ments are usually subject to an ability and to an effectiveness that can 
turn these possibilities into realities and facts. le is only he who pur- 
sues his priorities who has the ability, and it is only he who arranges 
his tasks and determines which ones are principal, basic, secondary and so 
on who is effective. 


Current conditions in the Middle East present many possibilities. Further- 
more, the Palestinian question's share of these possibilities cannot be 
narrowed down or autowatically applied to the possibilities that are 
anticipated in the reaion. 


hefore we start figuring out the profit and loss balance of these 
possibilities, it is necessary for us to recall togetner some of the 
indicators that affect events and appear as facts on the political sur- 
face. This is because a solid analysis of the concrete facts reveals 
the possibility that facts and events may be influenced without having 
an event exert pressure on us and affect us. It would thenbe a major 
disaster if these effects are negative and dangerous to |our| destiny and 
existence. 


What then are the indicators that are revealed by the scheme of events? 


First, the Camp David conspiracy did not stop at the geographical or poli- 
tical boundaries of Feypt. It is rather a conspiracy that began in Egypt. 
In the considerations of its main characters, this conspiracy is to be 
extended and expanded to include the entire region so that the entire 
Arab homeland can be placed under its wing. 


Second, the Palestinian question as considered by the Camp David alliance 
was no more than the second episode in the conspiracy which began with 
Feypt as we said. It is now moving to the occupied West Sank and the Gaza 
Strip. 


Third, the main characters of Camp David realize that the problem of set- 
tling the conditions of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip is no more than 

A preparatory process that assumed the form and the formula of autonomy. 
Nut this process will become central and pivotal if the main characters of 
Camp David do not find among the people of Palestine those who would agree 
with them on keeping the autonomy step a preparatory step. 


Fourth, going into basics then entails providing the circumstances and the 
climates that would enable one or more of the parties to participate in 
the Camp David alliance and to join it. As long as this formula [is des- 
tined| to collide with the advocates of the principal question, it is not 
unlikely that the Camp David alliance will resort to installing whomever 
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the parties to the alliance consider suitable=-who are not advocates of 
the question--to represent the question itself. 


Fifth, the Lraqg-ltran war will not stop at its geographical borders. It 
will have an impact on all areas, especially with regard to the Arab- 
laracli struggle. Not only has this war eliminated and not only will ic 
eliminate Lraq from the Arabs’ principal struggle, but it will also 
eliminate from the Arabs’ srugele anyone who declares himself the partner 
of the Lraqi regime in its war against the Iranian Revolution. 


Sixth, the matter will not stop at the elimination or the non-elimination 
lof parties from the Arab-Israeli struggle). The entire situation will 
rather be turned upside down. 


King HNusayn's participation in the Lraq-lran war is at the same time par- 
ticipation in the political settlement. It constitutes consent that Jordan 
become the fourth ally in the Camp David compartment with Reagan's name 
being exchanged for Carter's, as the first ally, and Perez's name being 
exchanged for Begin's, as the second ally. 


Seventh, understanding the process of making Perez attractive--this took 
place at the Madrid Conference for Western International Social ism--and 
understanding the statements he made which called for commissioning King 
Husayn to speak on behalf of the Palestinians--and this was followed by 
his overwhelming victory over his opponent, Yitzhak Rabin, for the leader- 
ship of the Labor party--all this points to one possibility: a U.S. 
Strategic objective that manifests itself in the effort to solve the 
second problem in the Camp David agreement--the problem of the 
Palestinian-Jordanian-Israeli question. 


The Region: Hot Climates 


We deduce from all this that the possibilities for having turbulent events 
in the region will increase and that these possibilities will be crys- 
tallized in 1981, especially with a new presidential term beginning in the 
linited States and a new elections phase taking place in Israel. 


We all realize how the Camp David tndicators [emerged| and the scent of 
the |'.S.<Israeli-Fyyptian agreement reeked ever since Carter replaced 
Ford in the White House in his first term and after the Zionist Likud 
party came to power under the leadership of Begin instead of the Labor 
party and Yitzhak Pabin. 


History does not repeat itself, but its laws are one and the same. Circum- 
stantial changes and the existence of certain climates signify in the 
jargon of politics the need for forces and figures that can adjust to 
these circumstances and these climates. They can either yield to their 
influence or put these circumstances to work for their objectives. 


The Reactionary House and the Liberal House 
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The Reactionary louse and the Liberal House 


The reactionary U.S.<7ionist alliance ts arranging its circumstances, 
These are its conspiratorial plans. Le will intensify tes attack ina 
manner that will not let anything slip from its grip. [For us], this does 
not mean capitulation to these plans. lt rather means that we need to 
arrange our own circumstances in return: we need to set up the seat of 
confrontation and steadfastness and the seat of defensive and combat 
action so that we do not leave a single drop of water in the possession of 
the reactionary imperialist=Zionist alliance. 


Regarding Arab steadfastness, this [course of action] must be based on 
escalating the Arab struggle, on hardening the position of the Arab 
nationalist and progressive forces and on increasing the determination of 
these forces to fight. They are to stand up against all the dangerous 
possibilities and the major challenges that are revealed by the nature of 
the reactionary, ‘mperialist=-Zionist conspiracy. 


The Resistance Movement: I'rgent Defensive Tasks 


The tasks that await the Arab national Liberation movement, and especially 
the Palestinian Pesistance since it is the most experienced and the most 
effective group, are numerous. The first one of these tasks is a practical 
and a resolute transformation of the Arab steadfastness resolutions [ into 
actions] and the declaration of an unmitigated war against the forces of 
surrender and the Arab reactionary forces. The second one of these tasks 
is strengthening the defensive cohesive relationship with Syria, con- 
sidering the fact that Syria is the basic trench for the clash against the 
Zionist enemy. The third one of these tasks is turning to the masses and 
creating an organized, popular bulwark that would provide the Arab libera- 
tion forces with more defensive effectiveness amidst the mass of humanity 
thac overwhelmed everyone who tried to traverse it. The fourth one of 
these tasks is strengthening relations with the national Liberation move- 
ments in the world and stcergthening the bonds of friendship and coopera- 
tion on all levels with the countries of the socialist organization, and 
especially the friendly Soviet "t'mion. This task is due to the fact that 
the forces of liberation, progress, socialism and democracy come together 
in the same battle against the forces of backwardness, colonialism and 
Zionism and against reactionaries. 


The fifth one of these tasks is the necessity of understanding the mind of 
Reagan who will be running the U.S. administration politically and 
strategically. Ve must come to understand the details of his thinking. 

Ne is not merely the new president of the Untted States; he is a cowboy, 
with all the indications of violence and control that are implied in this 
word. Someone like "earnan in the White House will in fact create a climate 
of turbulence in the rerpion, especially since he has definitely ruled out 
any polit cal dealings with the PLO, preferring to confine these dealings 
to the Jorcanian option within the course of the U.S. settlement. 
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Nut chiel amene these tasks i6 4 strategic task without whieh we cannot 
pet one step cloeser te vietery ever the enemy, tt is in facet the moat 
urgent task: it (8 the effert te achieve Palestinian national uniiy within 
democratic defensive formulas that erimarily heed and learn from cimilar 
revolutionary experiences whieh won vietery with their national unity or 
suffered defeat in the absence of this unity. Will we de se, and hew’ 
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‘ INTER=ARAB APFALAS 





FATAH OFFICTAL SAYS INTERNATIONAL SITUATION FAVORS PALESTINIANS 
38231230 Doha QNA in Arabic 1110 GMT 2) Mar 61 


[Text] Doha, 23 Mar (QNA)--Patah Central Committee member Hani al-iasan has 
declared that the PLO accepts the establishment of a Palestinian estate on any 
part of Palestine, because the owner of the whole is the owner of the part. He 
said: The Palestine National Council's decision in this respect is very clear; 
it saye that the PLO shall assume responsibility for any part of the territory 
vacuated by Zionisen. 


In a statement to the Qatari paper AL-'ARAB published here today, the Palestinian 
official said: When we hoiet the Palestinian flag over any village, we are in 
fact retrieving a part of the Palesi'nian state. We do not expect any U.S. 
pressure on Ierael. What we do believe in is that we must create facts in order 
to obtain results. Relying on U.S. pressure is a waste of time. 





Regarding European moves and initiatives, al-Hasan said: We are expecting a 
visit by the Netherlands foreign minister and chairman of the EEC Ministerial 
Council. However, 4 position will not crystallize before July when Britain 
takes over the chairmanship of the EEC council. 


Al-Hasan noted in this respect that the international situation is now favorable 
to the Palestinians rather than the Israelis, and Europe realizes that ite future 
in the region depends on its recognition of the possibility of a relaxation of 
the security and political situation there following the recent Lebanese-Syrian 
summit. Al-Hasan said: The next 3 @onthe will be critical. We do not expect 

ony relaxation during that time, because enemy Prime Minister Menahem Begin will 
try to create 4 crisis in Lebanon in order to win the elections. But he will 

not achieve his objective, although we believe that his presence in power is 

bad international publicity for Zionien. 
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INTER “ARAB APPALAS 


ABU JTHAD GRADUATION SPEECH--Under the patronage of Brother Leader Abu ‘Aomar 
[Yasir ‘Arafat], Brother Abu Jihad (Khalil al-Wasir], Fatah Central Committee 
member, thie morning graduated the martyr Col ‘Awni ‘Ubayd course for political 
planning at the lcvolutionary Cadres School. The course was supervised by the 
mobilization and political guidance department of the al-‘Asifah forces. Brother 
Abu Jihad made a speech in which he said: These courses are some of the moet 
important bricks of the revolution. We referred to the criminal, brutal prac- 
tices of the occupation authorities against our people in the occupied lands and 
their attempte to strike at the nationalist organizations inside. Brother Abu 
Jihad referred to the bravery of our people inside the occupied lande and their 
daily confrontation of the occupation forces. With regard to the forthcoming 
convention of the Palestine National Council (PNC), Brother Abu Jihad affirmed: 
We will work ae hard ae we can for the unity of the Palestinian ranks and the 
revolution factions. [Text] [JN201737 Voice of Palestine (Clandestine) in 
Arabic to the Arab world 1615 GT 20 Mar 61) 


SYRLANS CLASH WITH PATAH--The Syrian deterrent forces in Lebanon have clashed with 
Patah elements in the al-Biqa’ region. Four were killed from the two sides. The 
clashes, in which all sorts of weapons were used, came in the wake of the Syrian 
forces’ assassination of a Fatah official in ‘Anjar area in al-Biqa’ 2 days ago. 
[Text] (JN1L71428 Amman Dosestic Service in Arabic 1200 GIT 17 Mar 61) 


PLO'S CAIRO OFFICE TO AL~'ARISH--The Palestine Liberation Organization has trane- 
ferred ite Cairo office to Al-‘Arish, it was learned in the Knesset yesterday 
from an authoritative source. The Al-‘Arish office works under the supervision 
of the Egyptian liaison officers, like the Cairo office before it, the source 
said. So far there is no evidence that the new PLO office is directly connected 
with recent subversive activities in the Gaza Strip. li is not clear for 
example, whether any of the arms reaching terrorist cells in the Gaza Strip 
were sent by the PLO office in Al-"Arish. A spokesman of one government minis- 
try said last night that the establishment of a PLO office in Al-'‘Arish does 

not violate the peace agreement with Egypt. [By Asher Walifish] [Text] 
[TALLO854 Jerusalem THE JERUSALEM POST in English 11 Mar 81 p 1) 


CSO: 48720 
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ALGIERS ENVOY SCORES EC RESOLUTION ON SAHARA 
LD231115 Brussele LE SOIR in French 17 Mar 81 p 3 


[M.DN. report: "Resolution on Weet Sahara Passed in Strasbourg Strongly Criticized 
by Algeria”) 


[Text] Welcomed as “a great victory for Morocco” by the Moroccan press, the 
resolution on the West Sahara adopted by the European Parliament last week is, 
however, regarded as biased by Algeria. 


The document, which partly adopts the Moroccan arguments, has prompted the 
“astonishment” of Algerian Ambassador to Brussele Dries Al Ghassiri, who “without 
wishing to overdramatize the affair" denounces “the lack of objectivity" shown 


by most European deputies. 


The ambassador pointed out in particular that this resolution disregards both 
the principle of self-determination for the Saharan people and the existence of 
Polisario and the Saharan Republic, recognized by 26 African countries, and uses 
terme which are offensive to other countries, including Algeria. 


He deplored the fact that the Buropean deputies had sent 4 mission to Morocco 

but had not listened to the Polisario or Algerian viewpoint, although the Algerian 
speaker had recently written to [European Parliament President] Veil proposing 

to aid such 4 mission. 


Raising various points in the resolution, the Algerian ambassador deplored the 
fact that it portrays what is a question of decolonization as a bilateral problem 
(between Morocco and his country), and that it caste doubt on the number and 
nationality of the refugees in the Tindouf region while the High Comission for 
Refugees has stated that it is satisfied with the information supplied by the 
Saharan Red Crescent. "The problem," the ambassador stated, “is hov to register 
the Sahara's inhabitants with a view to holding a referendum, as th: OAU Committee 
of Wisemen advocated." 


Another grievance is the fact that the resolution calls on Europe to play a 
mediating role, while the assembly has come out in favor of one side (Morocco), 
ignoring the other (Polisario). The ambassador, referring to the debate, 
wondered whether some people are not trying to turn the Maghreb problem into an 
East-West issue. Discreet diplomatic action would have been better, he added, 
expressing the fear that this resolution might delay a negotiated solution. “Mean- 
while,” he concluded, “let's maintain cooperation between Algeria and Europe." 
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BALEPS 


USSR'S MARSHAL BELOV ARRIVES<-Col Kamal ‘Abd al-Rahim, commander of the Second 
Military District, today received the Soviet military delegation headed by 
Marehal Belov, commander in chief of the Signal Troops and deputy chief of staff 
of the Soviet Armed Forces. The Soviet delegation, which arrived this morning 
in Oran, visited the Post Office and Telecommunications Inetitute before it pro- 
ceeded to the province of Sidi Bilabbas, where they were to visit some installa- 
tions. (Text) [LD180032 Algiers Domestic Service in Arabic 2000 GMT 17 Mar 81) 


C80: 4402 
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THAN 


ARTICLE DETAILS COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF ISLAMIC GROUPS 
Parie LE POIN] in Prench 2 Mar 81 pp 76-77 
[Article by Alain Louyot: “The Communists Penetrate Islan] 


[Text] The Iranian PC (Communist Party] is speaking more loudly. Thanks to ite 
propaganda and tactical skill with the religious elements, it hae achieved a chuice 
position in Tehran. 


In Tehran, where there is expertise in this matter, there is no hesitation in terming 
this event “revolutionary.” For the first time since the proclamation of the Islamic 
republic, the man hie adversaries call “Ayatollah” Kianouri--but who is in fact only 
the extremely secular and pro-Soviet leader of the communist Tudeh party--has emerged 
from the cautious reserve in which he was entrenched. Not only that, now we see him 
advancing to cross swords with President Bani Sedr himself. As if he no longer doubts 
the outcome of such a clash. 


Heretofore cautious in denouncing the “regrettable” attitude of “liberal” person- 
elities in the Ielamic regime, Noureddine Kienouri hes in fact just accused the 
Iranian chief of state of “be. rcayal of the revolution” in the « >lumne of the 
communist daily MAKDOM (The People). And he even compared his behavior with that of 
the Savak, the sinister police force of the former shah. 


In order to make such a virulent retort to the Iranian president, who denounced the 
communist leaders as “grand masters of the lie” in a recent speech, it was obviously 
necessary for the secretary general of the Tudeh to be guaranteed impunity. He had 
to be sure he was backed by the guarantee of the integrist circles close to the imam 
who flout the ancthority of the chief of state. 


These two conditions were in fact met. For paradoxically, never since the advent of 
Mossadegh at the beginning of the 19508 ha the Iranian Communist Party been in a 
better position, indeed enjoyed such an odor of sanctity, as under the very Islamic 
republic of Khomevni. This is « circumstance Noureddine Kianouri, the indefatigable 
sexagenarian, owes more to the ideological propaganda apparatus put to work by his 
militants, who are omnipresent in the country, than to his prestigious relationship 
with Ayatollah Fazlollah Nouri, who was executed in 1907 by secular revolutionaries, 
and whose grandson he is. 


"Na Sharqi na Gharbi” (neither East nor West). Chanted at all the demonstrations 
in the early phases of the revolution, this slogan has now been cut in half. There 





ie no longer any question of denouncing Soviet imperialiem when, after 30 yeare of 
clandestine activity under the imperial regime, the Tudeh is flooding the lelamic 
republic with tracts, posters, fi'me and newspapers openly extolling the benefite of 
Marxiem and recalling that “Iran 1.8 not alone,” because it hase “natural allies like 
the USER and the socialist countrics,” 


It ie# not eo very surprising if in the environs of the universities in Tehran poster 
portraite of Fidel Castro, Marx and Lenin coexist side by side with those of 

Khom yaoi or the integrist prime minister, Ali Raja'i, if one ie aware that the 
aqueusty of the Fedayin (Marxist-Leninist) recently endorsed the theses of 
Kianouri, 


And what's more, in a country which is not particularly famous for ite tolerance of 
the media, the Tudeh presse hase been able to flourish to such an extent and achieve 
such an impressive statue. Not only does MARDOM, ite official organ, figure among 
the four large Iranian dailies distributed in all the kiosks, and not only does this 
journal have ite headquarters in a building located in the heart of Tehran (purchased 
for 10 million frances shortly before Khomeyni's advent), but aleo the Iranian PC 
distributes some 20 other publications aimed at secondary school students, university 
a, vomen, workers and peasants, as well as a monthly periodical called DONYA 
World). 


The influence of the Tudeh on the media is not limited to ite own publications. Thue 
it ie no accident that the officiel journale of the party of the Islamic republic, 
such ae ETTELA'AT and KEHYAN, avoid any precise reports or photographs about the 
events in Afghanistan and Poland. 


On the other hand, Radio Tehran does not hesitate to offer ite listeners courses in 
economics (Marxist) based on extracts from a work published by Abolhossein i, 

a member of the Tudeh party. And on television, where Soviet and Yugoslav films have 
replaced the American westerns shown under the old regime, they made a point of having 
4 proper celebration of the anniversary of the October Revolution in the autumn of 
1980. On that occasion, the ambassador of the USSR was even invited to appear on 
television to extol the common merite of the two revolutions. 


The ideologies of Marx and Mohammed make a strange mix. And yet it is a success. 
Por by claiming to be supporters of “the line of Imam Khomeyni,” which places them 
above any suspicion, the propagandists of the very orthodox Iranian Communist Party 
have succeeded in infiltrating everywhere and imposing their terminology, little by 
little. To the point that many gullehe would never recognize their Koran if they 
were to look more carefully. 


And so it is that the citizens of the Islamic republic are today divided into two 
very distinct classes: the mostakbar (rich) and the mostazaf (poor), and the label 
“Liberal” has become the most ignominious of all, because the Islamic leaders have 
learned from the Tudeh that it comes to the same thing as “reactionary.” 


In the Koran, the concept of private property or heritage is regarded as sacred. 
This has not prevented the nationalization of some 600 Iranian companies since 
Khomeyni's advent and, today, 97 percent of the industry and public services are in 
the hands of the state. 
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The solidarity among Moslems so urgently recommended by the prophet hase nov, however, 
led the integriat officials to turn against the aggressors who attacked their Afghan 
brothers, Lt was Soviet engineers and technicians, along with Huagariane and 
Yugoslave, who were invited to replace the Westerners who had become undesirables in 
Iran, Thies hae been true for the construction of the Suecheshmeh copper pro juction 
unit ae well as the lepahan electric power plant and the gas pipeline near Esfahan, 
And that is not all: since the beginning of the war with Iraq, a law auchorized the 
USSR to use “every possible means" of channeling the goods needed by the Islamic 
republic to Iran. And a number of cultural agreements have just been signed between 
Tehran and Moscow, pertaining in particular to the granting of study scholarships 
for the Soviet universities, 


indeed, with 2,500 km of common frontier with the USSR ani a treaty dating back to 
1921 authorizing it to intervene in their country in the event of aggression, the 
Iranians, in the vast majority, plan to remain vigilant. But at a time when, with 
insecurity, inflation and unemployment contributing, the Islamic republic is sinking 
further into chaos with every passing day, the “Ayatollah” Kianouri, more determined 
than ever, is persuaded that his is no longer a voice crying in the desert. 


5157 
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IRAQ 


IRANIANS CALLED UPON TO REMOVE KHOMEYNI 
GF131422 Baghdad International Service in Azeri 1900 GMT 11 Mar 81 


[Unattributed commentary ] 


{Excerpts] Brave Iranian people, brothers, he sic Iranians who are struggling 
unwaveringly against cruelty, terrorism, reactionary attitudes, embezzlement, 
chauvinism and [word indistinct], today marks the end of 6 months of the 
inauspicious war declared against the brave Iraqi nation and revolutionary Iraq 
by the Khomeyni dictatorship to achieve its illusionary and unfounded aims. 
People are killed, wounded or captured in war. War causes unemployment and 
great sadness. According to the official statements made by the cruel members 
of the Khomeyni administration, 60,000 Iranians have been killed and 100,000 
have been wounded up to now because of the dark aspiration of Khomeyni, who 
hides behind religion, to set up a great Islamic empire. The truth, however, is 
that many hundreds of thousands of Iranians have been wounded in the war and over 
2 billion [as heard] people have become the victims of this clash. Nevertheless, 
the Iranian armed forces have suffered the greatest loss, both in terms of men 
and materiel. Currently, the fire of Iran is gradually weakening to the extent 
of becoming extinct because of the hard blows dealt upon it by the war. 











Honorable Iranian peoples, the ground, air and naval forces of Iran, whose duty 
is to protect Iran's independence and frontiers, are being destroyed as the 
natural outcome of the war. The fire of Iran and the armed forces of this coun- 
try have been sacrificed for impostor Khomeyni's inauspicious and dirty aims. 


Brave Iranians, the impostors of Qom, the criminals of Tehran and Tehran Radio, 
which (?serves) imperialists, reactionaries and Zionists, are currently issuing 
poisonous and deceptive reports to mislead the people. They allege that what 
they call the kaffirs of Iraq are in a desperate situation and are looking for 
help like a boat on the high seas in a storm. 


Iranian patriots, democratic and national forces whose hearts beat with love for 
the country and people, by slandering others, Khomeyni and his clique are 
striving in a devilish way to mislead simple people, particularly those who do 
not realize the true state of affairs, in order to reinforce their position and 


hold on to the power they usurped some time ago. 
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Honorable patriotic Iranians, Khomeyni, his supporters and his news media tell 
you nothing but lies. They are distorting all the facts. 


The Iraqi nation and revolutionary Iraq have been scoring one victory after 
another in all battlefrontse, and even behind the lines, against imperialien, 
Zioniem and regional reactionary attitudes. Nevertheless, despite all thie and 
for the sake of human and good neighborly relations, Iraq has stated that the 
prolongation of the war is futile. Despite ite superiority in strength, Iraq 
has expressed its readiness to end the war. 


We address ourselves to the Iranian peoples, who have preferred not to see and 
hear the true facts about the war until now. Why do you remain silent in the 
face of such a disastrous state of affaire? Why do you permit only one person 
to speak on behalf of 40 million people and to make dangerous decisions regard- 
ing the fate of all Iranians? 


Dear listeners, the way that leads to freedom is open before your sacred and 
glorious revolution. You must think, for the time has come for you to take 
serious and resolute measures against the mullahs, who have been undermining your 
future and destiny. Only you can move in the direction of freedom. Only you can 
properly assess the developments. The destruction of Iran and its people is not 
important to Khomeyni and his supporters. 


Khomeyni, (words indistinct] and the Tehran murderers who rule Iran, why do you 
not see the innocent blood that is being shed by the war between iraq and Iran. 
Regardless of Dezful, (|word indistinct], Ahvaz and Abadan, in the name of which 
right or truth do you order the prolongation of che war? 


Brave Lranians, Khomeyni and his criminal clique are the common enemy of the 
people of Iraq and Iran. The removal of Khomeyni and his clique would reestab- 
lish the historic ties between the two countries. The removal of the Khomeyni 
administration and the establishment of a people's national and democratic 
government in Iran would end this bloody and horrible war hocween two fraternal 
countries. 


In the name of neighborly relations, historic ties, common religion and humanity 
we declare once again: Iranians, your country is Iran and the defender of your 
security is the Iranian armed forces. Khomeyni wants to sacrifice the fire of 
Iran for the sake of his dark and inauspicious aspirations and satanic aims. 


Brave Iranian people, it is your national duty to end the war and save the fire 
of Iran and the armed forces from the meshes of war. Fulfill your historic duty 
by rising to end the regime of murderer and stateless Khomeyni. 


cso: 4901 





TRAQ 


IRAN'S KURDS CAUTIONED AGAINST NEW IRANIAN PLOT 
JN171919 Baghdad Domestic Service in Surani Kurdish 1700 GMT 16 Mar 81 


[Unattributed commentary ] 


[Text] O noble citizens, O struggling Kurdish people of Iranian Kurdistan, we 
meet with you every day at this time to give you a picture of the black situation 
under the fascist Khomeyni regime. The picture is as follows: People are dying 
and shedding their blood for the national rights of the Kurdish people in Lran 
while others are suffering from the unjust racist policy of the ayatollahs in 
Tehran and Qom, my God's curses fall upon them. The purpose of giving you such 
a picture is to reveal the truth and expose the Iranian peoples’ enemies. 


O noble Iranians, we shall support you until Khomeyni's bloody regime is over- 
thrown and the Kurdish people in Iran achieve autonomy for dear Iranian Kurdistan. 


O noblemen of Iranian Kurdistan, 0 fighters, you who are offering sacrifices and 
leading uprisings, our nation's reactionary enemy--the chauvinist and reactionary 
clique of Tehran and Qom--are preparing for another barbaric attack on Lranian 
Kurdistan on the pretense of defending and safeguard ug Iran's border and fight- 
ing against Iraq while actually seeking to mass their troops in Iranian Kurdistan 
and tighten the noose around our people in Iran. Under the slogan of Islam fight- 
ing the infidels, this clique seeks to occupy the lands of our forefathers and 
ancestors and contaminate it. 


The charlatan regime in Iran is using every possible method to impose hegemony 
over the oppressed and deprived and prevent them from achieving their rights in 
Iran. 


This time the tegime is proposing land distribution among Kurdistan's peasants, 
by means of which the regime seeks to infiltrate the nationalists. 


Khomeyni wants to distribute land among the peasants of Iranian Kurdistan. How 
many acres of Kurdish land does Khomeyni own that he wants to distribute land 
among the peasants? Has Khomeyni been able to impose such hegemony over any 
place in Iranian Kurdistan that he so wants to distribute land among the 
peasants? 
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Khomeyni must understand one truth: the people of Iranian Kurdistan do not need 
land to be distributed among them. Whatever gave Khomeyni the idea that this is 
the case? It ie atrange that Khomeyni should give priority to Kurdistan before 
any other region in Iran. Do you believe that this empty-headed turbaned man 
loves the people of Kurdistan so much? No. Khomeyni does not love the Kurds. 
In fact, he does not recogr e their presenc. and says autonomy and the Kurds 

do not even appear in the Heiy Koran, 


Khomeyni is playing with fire and the consequences of this are grave. He is 
fabricating plots against the Islamic world and public opinion. He practices 
barbaric acts in Iranian Kurdistan under the guise of religion. 


O Kurdish groups in Iranian Kurdistan, 0 you who are struggling for autonomy and 
democracy, the Khomeyni regime's claims constitute just another attack or plot 
against you. Thus, you strugglers and revolutionaries must valiantly respond to 
and confront this plot. 


The peasants of Kurdistan must be aware that the distribution of land among them 
is not the duty of Khomeyni's murderers. Rather, this is the duty and responsi- 
bility of the Kurdish liberation movement in Iran. Indeed, it is this movement 
which is primarily responsible for the distribution of land, and not Khomeyni's 
murderers. 


The peasants of Kurdistan have to be aware that they are the owners of their 
lands. It is their duty to extend aid to all the political elements in Iran 
for the confrontation of fascism. 


Khomeyni must understand that the revolutionaries of Iranian Kurdistan are the 
upholders of faith. They plan for themselves and do not need the help of 
Khomeyni's turbaned followers in Iranian Kurdistan. From now on, the Kurds in 
Iranian Kurdistan will determine their own future with the cooperation of all 
the other nationalities in Iran. 


CSO: 4905 
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TRAQ 


KURDISH DEMOCRATIC PARTY GREETS SADDAM ON NOWRUZ 
JN212032 Baghdad Domestic Service in Arabic 1900 GMT 21 Mar 81 


{("Text" of cable of congratulations on Nowruz sent to Iraqi President Saddam 
Husayn by the Political Bureau of the Democratic Party of Kurdistan--date not 
given] 


[Text] President Leader Saddam Husayn: 


On the occasion of Nowruz, the national day of our Kurdish people, it pleases our 
Democratic Party of Kurdistan to send Your Excellency the most noble congratula- 
tions and blessing. We pray God Almighty to protect and preserve you for our 
Iraqi people. 


This year Nowruz has a special importance to our people because it is coupled 
with the glorious victories achieved by our brave Iraqi Army under your historic 
leadership of its most sacred national and pan-Arab battle against the racist 
Persians in order to secure our rights to our lands and waters and our complete 
sovereignty over them. 


Our Iraqi people are living in the immortal days of their contemporary history 
when they confirm their desire for a free and dignified life and when they stend 
firmly and strongly by the oppressed Iranian people, including the Arab and 
Kurdish people, in order to obtain their complete national rights. 


Our Democratic Party of Kurdistan, in the midst of these celebrations and vic- 
tories, renews its pledge to be at the forefront of the battle under the leader 
Ba'th Party, and under your daring leadership, to achieve all of the goals. 


Confirmed victory for our hero army and pride for the free strugglers. May you 
remain the victorious leader of our great Iraqi people's march. 


[Signed] The Political Bureau of the Democratic Party of Kurdistan 


CSO: 4802 
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LRAQ 


KURDISH LEADER PRAISES IRAQ'S SUPPORT FOR IRANIANS 
JN201047 Baghdad INA in Arabic 1000 GMT 20 Mar 81 


{Text} Baghdad, 20 Mar (INA)--'Abd al-Sattar Tahir Sharif, the secretary general 
of the Kurdish Revolutionary Party, has welcomed President Saddam Husayn's 
declaration that Iraq is prepared to extend help to all the Iranian peoples 
aspiring to obtain their rights, including self-rule. 


In an interview published by AL~THAWRAH here today, the Kurdish politician 
described the declaration as a noble humanitarian position. He added that all 
the Iranian peoples must determine their future and must prepare themselves to 
exercise their legitimate national rights. He reiterated that the revolution in 
Iraq is a support for these peoples, adding that this revolution is not asking 
anythin, in return for this support, such as exploiting a weak people who are 
defending their right, existence and fate. Rather, this revolution's support is 
meant to confirm this people's freedom to determine their future. 


‘Abd al-Sattar Tahir Sharif reiterated the cohesion between the Kurdish and Arab 
peoples in Iraq. He said: As elements, parties and masses, we deeply believe 
that the Iraqi na.ional unity and the military cohesion are in the interest of 
Iraq's sons, both Arabs and Kurds. Consequently, they are in the interest of the 
entire progressive movement in the area as well as of the Arab nation's progress 
and development. 


Sharif pointed out that the Iranian regime has disappointed the Kurdish people, 
who contributed to overthrowing the shah's regime. The Iranian regime has failed 
to achieve any of the great aspirations the Kurds had dreamed of achieving, 
foremost of which is their national and legitimate rights. 


He said: Following the uprising of the Iranian peoples, the Kurdish people in 
Iran were surprised to find a more racist, reactionary and intransigent regime 
than that of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. The Khomeyni regime has turned down the 
Kurdish people's humble demands which represent the basic national rights within 
the framework of self-rule. This regime has slaughtered thousands of the Kurdish 
people's sons as part of its annihilation campaigns. 


The secretary general of the Kurdish Revolutionary Party said that the Iranian 
Kurdish fighters consider the revolution in Iraq led by the Ba'th Party as the 
strong mainstay of their revolution. 














le added that this support constitutes an encouraging facter for the lranian 
people's uprising againet the racist Persian regime and will enable them to 
continue to demand their legitimate and national rights by meane of armed 
popular struggle so long as the Khomeyni regime continues to ignore and disavow 
these humanitarian righte and continues ite vile war against Iraq, 


C80; 4802 
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TRAQ 


KURDISH CP COMMITTEE APPEALS POR UNITY AGAINST LRAQI REGIME 


JNL91935 Voice of tren! Yurdietan (Clandestine) in Surani Kurdish 1545 GMT 
18 Mar 61 


{[Excerptse| The Kurdistan Regional Committee of the Iraqi Communist Party hae 
iesued the following appeal on the occasion of Nowruz Day: Nowruz Day is the 
day of the struggle for freedom. Steadfast sons of Kurdistan: Our feast, the 
glorious Nowruz Day, is the feast of epring, hope, steadfastness and heroiem of 
our Kurdish people, who revolted against a tyrannical rule and overthrew the 
biggest dragon. 


Our Kurdish people colebrate their national feast at a time when tens of thou- 
sands have been dispersed from the land of their fathers and ancestors inside 
and outside Iraq. Tene of thousands of Iraqi families are being subjected to 
arrest campaigns and mourn their sons who are being killed on the battlefields 
and in the torture chambers. 


Sons of our steadfast people--Arabs, Kurds and other minorities: It is necessary 
for you to adopt a unified policy at this crucial stage more than at any time in 
the past. You should unify your ranks and rally round the front's patriotic 
parties to struggle against the fascist dictatorial regime, imperialism, Zioniem 
and reection. You should struggle for democracy in Iraq and true autonomy in 
Kurdistan. All parties and patriotic groups in Kurdistan should repulse the 
reactionary and imperialist conspiracies and block the road before our dicta- 
torial enemies. You should unify your struggle to overthrow the fascist dictator- 
ship and estabiish a national democratic coalition government that will bring true 
autonomy for our Kurdish people. 


Steadfast Peshmergas--communists and nationalists: Unite your ranks against the 
dictatorial enemy and hit him hard to break ite morale and overthrow it. Honest 
citizens--officers, s\ldiers and members of the armed forces: Join the ranks of 
the popular opposition and aim your guns at the dictatorial rulers. 


Long live Nowruz Day, the day of struggle for freedom, the day of victory over 
the butchers for the unity of the parties and nationalist forces in order to 
overthrow the fascist dictatorial regime and for the fraternal struggle of Arabs, 
Kurds and other minorities. 


[Sagned] The Kurdistan Regional Committee of the Iraqi Communist Party, March 19861 
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IRAQ 


U.S.=IRAN DEAL SCORED=-<Up to now we thought that only 25,000 tons of American 
wheat has been loaded to be sent to the republic of the gullahe in Tehran, but 
recent information shows that the matter is deeper than previously thought and 
the American-British regime of Khomeyni-Bani-Sadr has set one step further thao 
what was announced to the world in signing an agreement with America and in open- 
ing the door of relations with that country. Latest reports speak of the signing 
of an agreement for 185,000 tons of agricultural products and the contents of 
other agreements are still vague. Treason behind treason; flagrant treasons 
[words indistinct) impudence. Do you see the treason, dear people of Iran? In 
spite of all, Mohammad ‘Ali Raja'i, thie coolie, allows himself to repeat paying 
great lipservice to his “struggle with iaperialiem" and does so after magnani- 
mously remitting the money of you, the Iranians. [Station commentary] [Excerpt] 
[NC171414 Baghdad Radio in Persian to Iran 0600 GMT 17 Mar 81) 
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JORDAN 


REAGAN STATEMENTS ON ISRAELI SETTLEMEN.S CRITICIZED 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 4 Feb 861 pp 1, 17 
[Editorial: “Reagan's Statements; an Inflammatory Position"| 


[Text] Officials in the new U.S. administration talk about reexamining and 
reevaluating U.S. policies on the Arab-Ieraeli conflict. 


Resolutions on the subject of Jerusalem and the Palestinian question made by 
the Islamic summit conference still ring in the air. 


His Majesty al-Husayn and other Arab leaders have called on the new U.S. admin- 
istration to cast off the burden of Washington's former mistaken policies on the 
Palestinian question. 


Arab-U.S. relations have worsened as a result of the policies of the previous 
administration, and the mistakes it made threaten the mutual interests of both 
sides. Under these circumstances U.S. President Ronald Reagan has made new 
statements which are completely inconsistent with the concept of peace, and 
which, in our opinion, constitute a clear provocation to the Arab will, inasmuch 
as they reflect an ignorance of the facts, facets and intricacies of the Arab- 
Zionist struggle. 


President Reagan thinks that the settlements established by Israel in the occu- 
pied Arab territory--the West Bank, the Gaza Strip and the Golan--are not 
illegal, although he criticizes the establishment of additional settlements. 

He thus seems to be saying that the existing settlements are legal, while those 
that have not yet been built are not. Israel will heed the first part of this 
opinion and completely ignore the rest. 


His interpretation of Security Council Resolution 242 is a strange and contra- 
dictory one which confirms his ignorance of the contents of the resolution, 
particularly the article pertaining to the impermissibility of forcibly annexing 
land that belongs to others. 


The settlements which are being established on occupied territory are being built 
on Arab land appropriated by force, confiscated from its rightful owners little 
by little in order to create faits accomplis completely inconsistent with the 
principles of the Geneva Declaration on the Rights of Man. 
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President Reagan has called on the Arab countries to recognise Lerael's right to 
exist as a first step which he considers essential for peace. We pretends not 
to know=-or really does not know==that lerae) iteelf refuses to recognise the 
Palestinians’ right to exist, and that lerael's motto, inscribed over the 
— to the Knesset, saye “The State of lerael Prom the Lphrates to the 

e. 


Reagan also talke about pursuing a balanced policy in the interest of peace in 
the Middle East while he proclaims the United States’ commitment to lerael's 
exiatence--an armed, aggressive existence--whose territory and borders are 
recognized by no one. 


We have been hoping that President Reagan will avoid slipping into the labyrinth 
of an issue the details and facte of which are unknown to him, having come from 
California to the White House. We hope that he will avoid taking hasty, 
irresponsible positions before the facts become clear to him and he becomes 
aware of the danger of embracing policies which will have negative repercussions 
on the situation in the region and on U.S.-Arab relations. 


We saw 4 promising sign when the U.S. secretary of state indicated that lerael's 
annexation of Jerusalem was illegal and that there were additional aspects to the 
question of Jerusalem. But President Reagan has intentionally put his secretary 
of state and his government in conflict with positions which cannot be justified 
or condoned. We hope that there will be no more slips of the tongue. 


The U.S. President has gone further than his predecessor, President Carter, who 
was content to condemn Zionist settlement without exerting any pressure on lerael 
to stop her. He intentionally aroused the resentment of the Arabs and husline 

a few daye after the unanimous decision of the Arab and Islamic world at the 
Mecca summit to make efforts to regain the occupied land and Jerusalem and to 
take back from the usurpers that which rightfully belongs to the Palestinian 


people. 


We hope that these statements are not representative of the new U.S. policy 
toward the region because--as enunciated by Reagan--they do not bode well for 
peace or stability the major turden and chief responsibility for which are borne 
by Washington. 


9123 
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JORDAN 


MILITARY, CIVIL SERVICE PAY, PENSION LNCREASES ANNOUNCED 
Amman AL -DUSTUR in Arabic 5 Feb 61 p 17 


[Article by Ahmad Shakir, Ziyad Farhan and Ahmad ‘Ali: “Full Details of the Pay 
Increases for Civil Servants, Military Personnel and Retired Government Workers") 


{Text} The government has slated pay increases for a1] government employees and 
for officers and soldiers in the armed forces, public security forces, and civil 
defense, beginning | February 19461. 


At ite session yesterday the cabinet approved 4 series of measures and resolu- 
tions to improve conditions of government employees and soldiers and officers 
in the armed forces, public security forces and civil defense. It also raised 
the retirement benefite for civilians and military personnel. At a news con- 
ference held yesterday evening at the television building, at which the deputy 
minister of finance and the director of the office of the budget were also 
present, Mr Salim Musa'idah, the minister of finance, announced the details of 
these resolutions, measures, statute revisions and pay increases. 


Mr al-Musa'idah announced that the value of these pay raises--which will affect 
205,000 people--is more than 35 million dinare a year. 


He said that thie had been carried owt in accordance with the directives of His 
Majesty King al-Husayn in the royal book of expenditures which placed emphasis 
on taking care of our armed forces, civil defense forces and those who work in 
state organizations, as well as retirees. The government has translated this 
into a series of resolutions. 


For officers in the armed forces the base pay was adjusted upward between 12 and 
25 dinare for the various ranks, beginning with 12 dinars for a second lieutenant, 
to 25 dinars for a lieutenant general, as shown in the following table. This is 
an increase of between 10.6 and 20 percent of the base pay. 











2. 2. — == 3 =o — — 
350 General 

285 280 275 270 265 260 Lieutenant General 
239 235 231 227 223 219 Major General 

196 195 192 169 186 183 Brigadier General 
167 165 163 161 159 157 Colonel 

146 144 142 140 iM 136 Lieutenant Colonel 
126 124 122 120 118 116 Major 

106 104 102 100 98 96 Captain 

91 90 89 84 87 86 Firet Lieutenant 
84 83 82 61 80 79 Second Lieutenant 


For ordinary soldiers in the armed forces the increase will range from 7 dinars 
for a private to 11 dinare for a private fireat class. This is an increase of 
between 30.4 and 37 percent of the base pay. See the following table: 








—2 4 _ 2 4 — EEE 
69 68 67 66 65 Officer Candidate 
69 68 67 66 65 Sergeant Major 
Monthly Salary Rank 

6 Military Student/Officer Candidate 

41 Firet Sergeant 

7 Sergeant 

V Corporal 

30 Private Firet Class 

26 Private 

14 Army Recruit 

14 Student 

14 Police Recruit 


The above figures include the additional allowance, but do not include the annual 
raise or the cost of living allowance or any other allowance. 


He said that the information concerning the armed forces is applicable also to the 
police force and the civil defense force. 


For government workers who are included under the civil service system the 
increase will be emall at first, then will rise to 4 dinars with every grade 
beyond grade 10. It will be 30 dinars in grade 1. These raises will range from 
14.7 percent to 26.3 percent up to grade 6; then the percentage will start to 
drop, to 16.9 percent in grade 1. See the following table: 
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Year 
ae dh ca ap a2 it tL Gade 
168 165 162 159 S659 180 la 


144 141 1348 135 132 lb 
126 123 120 117 114 2 
110 106 106 104 102 3 
94 96 9% 92 90 4 
86 84 82 80 78 5 
76 4 72 70 68 6 
(b) employees in the second category are those who work in one of the following 
grades: 
66 64.5 63 61.5 60 7 
58 56.5 55 53.5 52 a 
50 48.5 47 45.5 44 9 
42 40.5 39 37.5 % 10 


The raises for the special grades and the higher grades are 30 dinars, which is a 
lower percentage than that stated above. 


He said, “We tried to maintain the sequence in the percentages and amounts of 
increases however low the grade, but the nature of the current civil service 
system did not allow us to apply them equitably.” 


Turning to the diplomatic corps the minister said that the increases would range 
from 13 to 24 dinars as shown in the following table: 


M2 2 8B 12 & 2 4& 2 2 Lb 


310 Special Ambassador 
240 «62300 «6220062100 200 190) 180 Ambassadur 
1668 164 160 156 #157 1468 146 140 13% 132) Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary 
1360—C 122 1230 127 124 A CBSCLASC(#$SC<SCALAL—“‘<é‘éwkzOD Ss Gone of Embasey 
115 412 111 10 107 103 1000 101 99 97 First Secretary 
102 101 99 97 95 92 91 89 87 85 Second Secretary 
89 87 85 83 81 79 77 75 72 71 Third Secretary 
81 79 77 75 73 71 69 67 65 63 Attache 


With regard to standardized allowances for the employees Mr al-Musa'idah said that 
the family allowance had gone from 7 dinars to 15 dinars. This makes the wife 
allowance 7 dinars, plus 2 dinars for each of the first 4 children. 


This also applies to military personnel. 


The increase in the family allowance also applies to retired persons. The basic 
benefit is different for the retiree himself and the beneficiary. Retirees will 
be given 15 dinars above the basic benefit in addition to a family allowance. 
Beneficiaries will be given 10 dinars instead of 6. 
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The minister of finance announced that the concept of base pay wae in the 
process of being amended in the military and civilian retirement Laws, 


The first amendment pertaining to military personnel defined base salary for 
the purposes of the retirement law as current base salary plus 25 percent. The 
portion for military personnel becomes 360 and for officers 480, 


Another amendment deale with the families of retired military personnel who die 
in the course of service. In the past the families of these persons were given 
half the retirement benefit. The amendment in thie connection provides for 
giving such families 75 percent of the dead person's retirement pay. 





There is another change i: former practices. Retirement pay used to be limited 
to a maximum of 75 dinars. The amendment abolishes this ceiling so that the 
retiree can receive his full pay, even if it exceeds 75 dinars. There are also 
amendments that pertain to the case of military personnel who die during their 
retirement service. If they did not serve long enough to be entitled to full 
retirement benefits, in the past they were given 25 percent of their base 
salary. The amendment makes it one-third of the base salary. There was also 
the situation of those who died in service before completing 10 years of 
service. The families of these people were given a compensation payment. The 
amendment provides for giving their families a pension of not less than the 
base pay, even if the person served for only a single day. 


Similar amendments were made to the civilian retirement law. 


At the meeting, which was attended by Dr ‘Abdallah al-Nasur, deputy minister [of 
finance], and Mr Sami Qamuh, director general of the budget, the minister of 
finance also discussed workers with short-term contracts and salaries. He said 
that the increase for these people sould be computed on the basis of equating 
their base pay to the salaries of their colleagues in various categories on the 
condition that no one's increase will be less than 6 dinars or greater than 20 
dinars. 


The minister then answered repo:ters' questions. He said that these increases 
will cost the public treasury about 35 million dinars, and will benefit about 
205,000 workers, and about 800,000 citizens. "We have been hoping that the 
situation of the workers would be such that they will be happy to invest their 
raises in our development programs.” 


He said, “The recent price increases of some goods, such as sugar and fuel are 
the result of worldwide inflation; the price that the government pays for a kilo 
of sugar is about 280 fils. In other words, the government pays 70 fils for 
every kilogram the citizens buy. 


"On the subject of fuel, the recent increase in world oil prices has put an 
approximately 8.5 million dinar burden on the treasury, and unfortunately this 
increase was retroactive to 1 November 1980. With the recent increase in fuel 
prices we considered raising the price of gasoline and fuel oil which are con- 
sumed by the big companies--such as the cement and phosphate companies--to place 
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the burden on those who can afford to subsidize gas consumers, for example, 
because they are more deserving of consideration." 


In response to a question on municipal employees, those who work on the projects 
and day laborers he said, "The situation of these people is in the hands of the 
agencies they work for. The daily wages of project and day laborers in govern- 
ment agencies will be raised by an average of 200 fils." 


He also said, "The purpose of these increases is to narrow the gap between 
government employees and employees who work for organizations in special cadres." 


In response to a question on the price Jordan pays for crude oil he said, “Jordan 
pays the prevailing world price at Ra's Tanurah, plus pumping costs through the 
TAF line to al-Zarqa', or the prevailing price in the Eastern Mediterranean, which- 
ever is less. But unfortunately either price is over $31.50 a barrel. However I 
am not unmindful of the positions taken by our sister countries who support 
Jordan in its steadfastness. We in this country have high regard for the posi- 
tions toward us taken by all the sister countries, and we hope that the oil- 
producing countries will sell to us at favorable prices in the future." 


Then, on behalf of every soldier in our armed forces Staff Lieut Gen al-Sharif 
Zayd ibn Shakir, the general commander of the armed forces, expressed sincere 
thanks and deep gratitude as well as loyalty and obligedness to his majesty the 
commander in chief for this noble deed. 


His excellency issued a general memorandum yesterday to all ranks in the 
intrepid armed forces in which he said the following: 


"The Jordanian armed forces have been and still are of great interest to their 

commander in chief, His Majesty al-Husayn, who has prepared them and given them 
everything they need to develop in strength, vigor and might and to live nobly, 
to be the country's strong armor and impenetrable shield. 


"As usual, His Majesty al-Husayn (may God preserve him!) today has added a new 
noble deed to his long list of noble deeds by directing his rightly guided govern- 
ment to take the necessary steps to improve living conditions by giving pay 
increases to these loyal, proud forces at all ranks, to help them raise their 
standard of living during their time of service and after retirement. 


"To implement the royal directive and put the new noble deed into effect by 
1 February 1981 the following essential measures were taken: 


"Base salaries have been increased; the pay structure has been adjusted; the 
family allowance has been increased; and certain sections of the military 
retirement law have been amended. 


"The Jordanian armed forces, whose heroic history has been marked by struggle, 
battle and pride, and who have brought every sense of the words pride, loyalty 
and sacrifice to the military through their competence and their character will 
continue to be an object of trust and a source of pride to our commander in 
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chief, Hie Exalted Majesty al-Husayn, toward whom the armed forces feel the same 
trust, pride and loyalty. It ie destined to remain as it has been: a strong, 
impregnable rock in the path of enemies and aggressors. 


"I am honored to take this occasion to express, on behalf of every one of you, 
our sincere thanks and heartfelt gratitude, along with our sincere loyalty and 
indebtedness, to his majesty the commander in chief for his generous and unceas- 
ing concern, and for his innumerable accomplishments at perpetually providing us 
all with help in every way ae the possibilities of our dear country permit. 


"May God grant al-Husayn success and preserve him as a father to his Jordanian 
family, a brother at arms, and a proud leader on the road to a better future. 
Guide his steps on the road to a better future, and help us in the service of 
his exemplary royal goals and in the service of our dear Jordan." 


Col ‘Adnan al-Daghistani, director of spiritual guidance, told AL-DUSTUR that 
the noble royal action had left an excellent impression on the men in al-Husayn's 


army. 


He said that the gesture honored our pious martyrs, who did not hesitate to 
sacrifice their lives for the sake of the Jordanian people and the Jordanian 
soil. It also improved the situation of military personnel who have already 
retired and those who will retire in the future. 
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JORDAN 


LARGE TOURIST FACILITY TO BE BUILT 
Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 5 Feb 81 p 3 


[Article: "Agreement for Consulting Services Signed for Construction of the 
Largest Tourist Center in the Middle East; It Will Be Built by the Jordan 
Tourism and Resorts Company") 


{Text} On Wednesday at noon an agreement was signed between the Jordan Tourism 
and Resorts Company [JTRC]--a publicly owned corporation (Ma'in Spas), 61 per- 
cent of the capital of which (2.5 million Jordanian dinars) is owned by the 
Jordanian Government and its investment organizations--and Sigma Engineering 
Investment Company. 


The agreement was signed for the Jordanian company by Mr ‘Abdallah al-Hawamidah, 
director general of the Postal Savings Fund and chairman of tiie board of JTRC 
(Ma'in Spas). It was signed for Sigma by Engineer ‘Abd al-Ghani Abu Qawrah, 
director general and chairman of the board of Sigma. Members of the board of the 
Jordanian company were present. 


Sigma Will Implement the Project 


"Abdallah al-Hawamidah said that in accordance with the agreement Sigma would 
offer advice in various areas customarily involving engineering consultants. It 
will carefully scrutinize and evaluate sketches and plans for construction, 
architecture, mechanics, electricity, and sanitation. It will study the docu- 
ments relating to bids, specifications, specific and general conditions, lists 
of quantities, and plans relating to the big therapy center which JTRC plans to 
build at the Zarqa' spas of Ma'in in the district of Ma'daba. 


The Government Has Viewed It Favorably 


Mr al-Hawamidah added that “rom the outset the government has approved this vital 
and important project and h s devised the necessary plans to implement the inte- 
grative studies relating to various aspects of the project. It took the initia- 
tive by founding this large corporation with capital of 2.5 million Jordanian 
dinars, contributed as follows: 
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The Stockholders 

1. The Royal Hashemite Jordanian Government: 1.025 million dinars; 
2. The Industrial Development Bank: 125,000 dinars; 

3. The Retirement Fund: 125,000 dinars; 

4. The Postal Savings Fund: 125,000 dinars; 

5. The Housing Bank: 125,000 dinars; 

6. The Engineers' Retirement Insurance Fund: 20,000 dinars; 


7. Petra Bank: 62,500 dinars; 





8. Tourist Hotels Company: 75,000 dinars. 

Private Citizens Are Also Stockholders 

The chairman of the board noted that there were several other stockholders who 
were interested in the tourism industry and development of the region where the 
project will be built. The remaining unsold shares have been offered to the 
general public. 

Implementation During the Summer 

In response to a journalist's question Mr al-Hawamidah announced that the ground- 
breaking for this project will take place this summer, in view of the fact that 
the phases involving preparing the companies and submission of bids have been 
completed. 

What Does the Project Consist Of? 

He said that the project consists of the following: 

1. Construction of a first-class 9l-room hotel with 45 additional bungalows. 


2. Large swimming pools in front of the hotel's main courtyard for use by the 
citizens throughout the year. 


3. <A sanatorium equipped with modern advanced facilities to be staffed by doctors 
and ‘> snecializing in the field of therapy. 


4. Au ir pendent restaurant with a seating capacity of 500 people. 


5. A therapeucic spa with swimming pools and steam rooms. This spa will be 
affordable to those with limited incomes. 


6. Public pools with cabanas to be used by visitors throughout the year. 
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7. Camping sites and parking lots, and places for visitors to spend a pleasant 
day. 


Public Services 


He added that this project will also include various public services such as a 
post office, clinic and others. There are also plans to build a large mosque 
which will have a religious office and a house for the imam. The mosque will be 
built in coordination with the Ministry of Waqfs, Islamic Affairs and Holy 
Places. 


Economic Benefits 


In response to a question on the economic benefits of this project Mr al-Hawamidah 
said, "Studies have shown that the average annual return on investment in the 
various sections of the project will be as follows: the restaurant: 20.1 percent; 
the hotel: 13 percent; the campground: 22.7 percent; the sanatorium: 27 percent; 
the spa for low-income people: 22 percent; the spa for middle-income people: 


» 


19.5 percenc. 
The Cost: 12 Million Dinars 


The chairman of the board of the JTRC said that in 1978 during the preliminary 
studies for the project the cost was estimated at 8 million Jordanian dinars. 
However, because of inflation the total cost is expected to reach 12 million 
Jordanian dinars. 


42 Months 


Mr al-Hawamidah added that the project would offer partial tourist services after 
18 months and would be wholly operational after 42 months. 
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LEBANON 


MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS INTERVIEWED 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 2 Feb 61 p 6 


[interview with Ilyas al-Hirawi, minister of public works and transport, by ‘Adnan 
al-Hajj: “Government Prefers to Merge Airlines to Alleviate Their Problems. TMA 
Workers’ Demande Numerous; Reflection on Public Sector Feared. We Are Trying to 
Get a Beltway Around Beirut to Alleviate Congestion") 


[Text] Ilyas al-Hirawi, minister of public works and tranaport, eaid that the 
government faces continual problems in distributing the number of flights to the 
two national airlines (Middle East and TMA) and that the ministry would p:efer 
Lebanon to have a unified airline, to handle both passengers and freight. 


Al-Hirawi considerea the workers’ demands, through the mediator, difficult to 
achieve, because the company has lost a great many of its lines throughour the 
world, which has resulted in losses amounting to 80 million Lebanese pounds last 
year, especially after freight operations were changed to sea transport, follow- 
ing the opening of the Suez Canal. He emphasized that the government is trying 
to revive suspended airline agreements and reach new agreements, for fear of a 
social disaster occurring, which might lead to the firing of hundreds of offi- 
ciale and workers. 


Al-Hirawi said: “The initial study to use Riyyaq international airport in the 
field of c'vil aviation has been completed. The Ministry of Public Works sub- 
mitted a proposal to the government, requesting that steps be taken to establish 
central offices for civil aviation administration, and to construct 4 passenger 
terminal, especially since the iand belongs to the state and would not have to 
be acquired.” 


Al-Hirawi announced that a study for the construction of new facilities for the 
new Beirut airport were required. They siouid be able to accommodate about 2 ail- 
lion passengers, i.e., more than five times present capacity. 


The minister of public works referred to the situation of technicians in the Gen- 
eral Directorate for Civil Aviation, and the demands which they submitted. A 
draic law implementing them was referred to the Chamber of Deputies. He said: 
"The state is currently unable to recruit any technicians, because the salaries 
paid cannot compete with the offers technicians receive from other neighboring 
countries, despite recognizing the fact of the shortfall in technical cadres 
operating Beirut airport.” 
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Alwliivawi made these statements in a meeting with AL-SAFIR, in which he addressed 
the reasons for the Ministry of Public Worke' nevtral position regarding the TMA 
workers’ atrike, He also discussed the roads and bridges, which will be completed 
during this month to alleviate the intense traffic crisis. 


Air Relations 


[Question] What ie the nature of air relations with Britain, after ite govern- 
ment's dectsion to reduce the number of flighte, which the Middle East and TMA 
airlines make, and with Tunisia, after the Tunisian government's request to draw 
up 4 bilateral air agreement between the two countries? What nations have re- 
quested concluding air agreements with Lebanon? 


[Anewer] Reports about decreasing national flights to some countries, whether in 
terms of passengers or freight, stem from the following reasons: 


1. The refusal of some international airlines to fly to Lebanon, due to our se- 
curity situation. 


2. Most of the nations that used to rely on our two companies for passenger and 
freight flights now have their own national airlines. They want to ensure that 
these companies will have continuous business, so they protect their comercial 
interests before the interests of other countries. 


3}. Air shipments of goods decreased noticeably, following the reopening of the 
Suez Canal. Therefore, there is no longer a need to save time, as there was in 
the past. 


These reasons, together, have put the Lebanese airline companies in a bind. How 
ever, we are still trying to continue negotiations with all our sisterly and 
friendly nations, in order to ensure continuation of flights, and to enable the 
two national companies to hold on to a greater number of officials, so that a 
social tragedy does not occur, resulting in the reduction of numbers of officials 
or dismissing a large number of them. 


In addition to that, we are trying to revive agreements that have been discon- 
tinued with some countries, including Pakistan, Iran, Tunisia, and the Philip- 
pines. That way, we will make up for flights lost for the aforementioned reasons. 


[Question] What about the nature of negotiations currently underway? 


[Answer] Concerning negotiations with Britain, a meeting will be held on 10 Feb- 
ruary in London. It will be attended by representatives from Middle East Air- 
lines and British Airways. The purpose is to oveicome the obstacles manifested 
by the British side with respect to Middle East Airlines. The Lebanese delega- 
tion will attempt to retain a percentage of passenger flights, as it had previ- 
ously, that is, seven flights a week. The British government has implemented its 
decision to reduce TMA flights from nine to seven. It is well known that the 
British government's decision stemmed from the Lebanese government's decision to 
ban Concorde flights over Lebanese territory. 
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Ae for negotiations with Pakiatan, we have tasked the Directorate of Civil Avia- 
tion and representatives of the two national companies to conduct negot iationes 
with the Pakistani side, and to prepare a report on the negotiations’ results, 
to enable the government to adopt a suitable position. 


Ae for Iran, we have apprised the Ministry of Foreign Affaire of the discussions 
we conducted with the Iranian minister of Craneportation, concerning negotiations 
with Iran, during hie recent visit to Lebanon. I will inform the cabinet about 
the results of the meeting with the Iranian minister. I believe that we will re- 
sume flights, as well as land and sea relations, as was done in the past, i.e., 
before 1979, after completion of the protocol. 


Regarding Tunisia, recent negotiations raised several problems. We have asked 
representatives of Middle East Airlines to study them, aioug with the Tunisian 
company, so that in Light of the results, it couid lead to adopting an appropriate 
decision, provided that it is not at the expense of Lebanese interests. Bear in 
mind that we are determined that relations with Tunteia be on an equal footing. 


Regarding relations with the Philippines, it is well known that the previous agree- 
ment only applied to freight. We hope that passenger flights can be initiated as 
soon as possible. 

Air Merger 


[Question] What is the Ministry of Public Works' position regarding merger of 
the two national airlines? 


[Anewer) This subject comes up over and over again, without anything practical 
being achieved. With reference to the government, it would prefer merger and is 
trying to do that, for several reasons: 


1. We would not have to apportion flights between the two companies. This causes 
trouble for the Lebanese government and the nations with whom it deals. 


2. It would save the costs of having a multiplicity of offices, especially abroad. 
3. A plan could be developed ensuring economic returns for the unified company, 
averting social reactions, which occur in both companies, such as the TMA workers’ 
strike. 

[Question] What is your position concerning the TMA workers’ demands? Why have 
you adopted a position of onlooker, since you have authority over the field of 
aviation? 

[Anewer] I have read the workers’ demands; they are numerous and diverse.... 


[Questio:.] Why haven't you intervened? Are you on management's side? 


[Answer] Before all that, I was seying that the demands are numerous. If the 
TMA technicians were to gain the increases demanded, how could the government 
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carry out these provisions for the public sector? All we want is for the respon- 
sible officials in the company to reach a satisfactory solution, after resorting 
to arbitration, The government's fear only centers on the reflection of those 
demands on the movements of the public sector, 


[Question] What is the Ministry of Public Worke' plan to develop and expand 
Beirut airport? 


[Anewer] The present Beirut airport will undergo radical renovations. Work will 
begin soon, so that we can continue to receive passengers and goods, until the 
new airport is completed. A contract was let approximately a month ago. One 
might ask, why do you want to renovate the present facilities, despite having a 
contract for the new airport? The anewer is that the government has taken thie 
question into consideration, Ile felt that some necessary renovation must be 
done to replace the present terminal, because the new airport cannot be opera- 
tionally ready for approximately 3 years. This terminal is divided into two 
parte. The first will be deiivered within 2 years of the date of letting the 
contract. ite capacity will be approximately a million passengers, i.e., three 
times the present terminal. The second part will accommodate the same number. 
it will be equipped with the most modern and advanced equipment, so that it will 
be on equal footing with modern European airports. 


[Question] What are the reasons for the deterioration of services at Beirut air- 
port’? The coffee shop closes at 6:00, and transient passengers cannot find a cup 
of coffee, if they pase through the airporce after this time. 


|Anewer] Up to now, we have been unable to open the airport restaurant, in view 
of security conditions. 


Technicians’ Demands 


{Question} What is the ministry's position concerning the airport technicians’ 
demands? Is there a shortfall of expertise, as the committee of officials recent- 
ly discovered? 


[Answer] The technicians are right, and all their demands are just. However, the 
State is currently unable to recruit the technicians required to strengthen the 
airport organization, due to the offers they receive from private companies and 
some Arah countries. 


We have recently tried, with the UN, to reopen the aviation safety school in 
Lebanon, in view of ite economic value on the field of aviation in Lebanon. The 
UN agreed to send 1l experts to carry out the training mission, provided that the 
state carry 20 percent of the load and the UN would undertake the rest. 


The government is also negotiating with the Arob states to return their students 
to Beirut, in order to continue their studies in the field of aviation safety. 


Riyyaq Airport 


[Question] Does the state intend to conver: Riyyaq airport for commercial pur- 
poses and civil aviation operations? 
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[Anawer] Initial studies to convert Riyyaq airport into a civil airport have 

been completed, The runwaye have been proved useable for both military and civil- 
ian aireraft, and the operations room at Riyyaq ie equipped to receive different 
kinds of atreraft, 


The government must aseign a team of technicians to study the civilian wing, eo 
that they will be completely separate from the military wing, especially since 
the land is assured, and there is no need to obtain ownership. Whatever short- 
falle we have, we say frankly that Rayyaq airport is the backup for Beirut air- 
port, even if relatively, after the construction of structures necessary for 
civil aviation, and the hangers for civil aircraft. One of the experts esti- 
mated, in a study submitted to me, that Riyyaq could become a reasonable civilian 
airport, if approximately 100 million Lebanese pounds were spent on it. 


Beltway 


[Question] What has the Ministry of Public Works done, and what is it doing, to 
complete the bridges at the entrances to Beirut and within it? 


[Answer] Lebanon's area is 1,400 square km. It has a network of international, 
main, secondary and local roads of more than 1,000 km, 


The painful events in Lebanon have, for a long time, prevented the ministry from 
maintaining these roads. During 1979 and 1980, the government embarked upon a 
resurfacing program, using 600,000 tons of asphalt for thie purpose. This is the 
highest amount used by the Ministry of Public Works, since the regime of Presi- 
dent Franjiyah in 1971, when it used 200,000 tons of asphalt. Not being able to 
continue the required maintenance has caused the Ministry of Public Works and 
Transport to suffer a crisis, about which every citizen is presently complaining. 
We intend to prepare an implementing program to continue maintenance of the re- 
maining roads. This work will only take 2 years, if security conditions help us. 


In addition to that, there are programs to upgrade the present international high- 
ways, and strengthen them to handle heavy trucks, and to continue to finish the 
remaining parts of the Shaka-Tripoli freeway and the freeway to the south. 


Regarding the Beirut-Syrian border freeway and the beltway around the city of 
Beirut, we are working for them, in view of the economic importance for Lebanon, 
in terms of services and transit, especially since the technical studies were 
recently completed. Moreover, there are letters of contract to find sources of 
financing, whether from Arab countries or from European countries that have firms 


qualified for this work. 


Ae for alleviating the current crisis, and especially the traffic jams at the en- 
trances to the city of Beirut, the iron bridges that are under construction are 
nearly finished, including a bridge for the Beirut airport ringroad, which wil! 
be dedicated on 7 February, by Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan. The al-Maut 
river area bridge will be dedicated next month, and a third bridge during April. 


Within budget capabilities, we are trying to construct two other bridges in con- 
gested traffic areas. Nevertheless, these steps will not satisfy the demand, un- 
less we have sufficient financing to begin the beltway around the capital. 


To conclude, making the railroad line between Tyre and Tripoli operable will have 
practical results, when we are able to use it to transport passengers. 
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ARMY PROMOTIONS IN MILITARY COUNCIL, CABINET 
Beirut AL-SAFIR in Arabic 23 Jan 61 p 8 
[Article: "1980 Retroactive Promotions Iesued; List Includes 122 Army Officers") 


[Text] Two decrees, promoting army officers to higher rank, were issued yester- 
day, after prolonged deliberations in both the military council and the cabinet. 


The first decree: 


In accordance with law number 3/79 dated 24 March 1979 (national defense); and 
in accordance with decree number 1, dated 1 January 1980 (issued by the minister 
of national defense, placing officers on the promotion list); and in accordance 
with the minister of defense's proposal, after military council approval, the 
following is decreed: 


Article I. Effective 1 January 1980, the following-named officers are promoted 
to high rank: 


l. To the rank of brigadier general, Cols John Qazi, Antoine Barakat, John Salem 
(eng), Habib Fares (staff eng), Mahmud Abu Dhurgham (staff), Butrus Yusef (naval 
staff eng), Fares Lahud (naval staff), Sami al-Shaykhah (staff), Rujiyah Faghali, 
Yasin Suwayd, and ‘Afif Sha'ban (staff). 


2. To colonel, Lt Cole Ibrahim Tannous (staff), Walim Nasif (medical), Antoine 
Ra'd (medical), Muhammad ‘Adnan al-Khalil (staff), Michel ‘Aun, Walim Abu ‘Aun 
(naval staff), Victor Rahmah, Hamud al-Khatib (admin), Haydar Wahbah (officer), 
jenri Ghaezar, Amil Lahud (naval), Badi' Tarbah (staff), Fu'ad Hassan (naval) and 
Ibrahim Shahin. 


3. To Lt Col, Majors Nicola al-Hajj, Francis Zayn (s aff), Muhammad Kamel al- 
Hassami, Khalil Wahbah, Murad FPakhuri, Joseph Safir, Antoine Khalil, Sam'an Abu 
Hunna, ‘Abd al-Karim Murad, Joseph al-Fatta (admin), Khadhr Barjawi, Rujiyah ‘Ayd, 
‘Afat Qahwaji, Nasrat Ahmad, Tahsin ‘Abbas, Sa'id Abu ‘Arab, Tareq Najim, George 
Karidi, Muhammad Kiyyal, Ghassan Jid, Yahya Ra‘d, Sami Rayhana, Loius al-Qasis, 
Muhammad Zaydan, and Riyadh Taqi al-Din. 


4. To major, Captains Fayez Hallani, Nicola Majdalani (pilot), Sulayman Khuri 
(pilot), Anis Tubiya, Antoine Habiqa (pilot), Joseph Ghasan (pilot), Dighul 








Tarfah, Muetafa Yahya, Ghasan Yamin, Malkun Aurfaliyan (eng), ‘Abdullah Salem 
(pilot), Georgi Shalwan (pilot), ‘Adi Buetant (pilot), Butrus Farrah, al-Walid 
Nasr, Samih Jamul, Malham Daghr, ‘Atef Tarbiyah, Najib Salamah (pilot), Naji 
Wasean, Namar Habiqah, Nabil ‘Akawt (medical), ‘Ald al-Hilbi (medical), Antoine 
@l~liamei (medical), Henri Shashati (eng), Wahbah Qatishi, Michel Bu Rageaq, 
Samir al-Qadhi, Rober’ Abu Jawwad, Ae'ad Ghesem (naval), Fa'iq Shahhab, Husayn 
‘Abd al-Khaleq, Sala: bh Salamah, Antoine al-Haj), Biesam Sa'd, Hatem Mansur, 
‘Ali Makki (eng), Hunna al-Sabbagh (medical), ‘Abdullah Dhaher, Khalil Jalbut, 
‘Ali Sha'ib, Walim Majli, Salah Maneur, Ma'n Dhanawi, Rafiq alellajjar, ‘Ali 
Shibli, ‘Assam Dimasi, Zayd Hallawi (pilot), Bulie Ma'luf (pilot), Ayli Ghannam 
(pilot), Mukhtar Khattab (officer), Kamil Francie (admin), and Ahmad Jarudi. 


Article Il. This decree is to be published and made public where necessary. 


lesued by the president of the republic, the prime minister, the minister of fi- 
nance and the minister of national defense. 


The minister of national defense, in accordance with decree number 2212, dated 
16 July 1979 (formation of the ministry); 


In accordance with Law number 3/79, dated 24 March 1979 (national defense); 
And after the approval of the military council, decrees the following: 


Article |. The following-named officers are promoted to higher rank, effective 
1 July 1980: 


1. To brigadier general, Cols Muhammad al-Hajj (staff), and Sadeq Ra'd. 


2. To colonel, Lt Cole Fu'ad ‘Aun, George al-Jubayli (admin), Faruq Agha (staff), 
Ghasean Dhaher (staff), Mataniyus Askander (staff), and Ibrahim Bahsun (staff). 


3. To Lt Col, Majors Fu'ad al-Haddad, Ghassan Farraj, Ghassan Abs Taqah, Fuwwaz 
al-Misri, ‘Abd al-Hamid Kharbatli (eng), and Nazih ‘Abdullah (doctor, eng). 


4. To major, Captains Sa'd al-Din ‘Umran (naval), John Sham'un, Edmond Ghanen, 
Ahmad Subarah, Joseph Sa'b, Tareq Abu Khazzam, and Farid Qurrah Baybar. 


Article Il. This decree is to be published and made pubiic where necessary. 
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LEBANON 


ARMY PROMOTIONS UNDER REVIEW 
Beirut AL-NAHAR in Arabic 25 Jan 61 p 5 


—— "Promotion Decree for 58 Officers From Captain to Colonel Returned for 
tudy” 


(Text) The Lebanese news agency published a draft decree concerning the promotion 
of a number of army officers to major through brigadier general, effective 1 Janu- 
ary and 1 July, 1981. This is the draft which the prime minister, Shafiq si- 
Wazzan, in conjunction with President Ilyas Sarkis, announced had been recurned 

to the Ministry of Defense, Department of the Army, for review and to be put into 
final form. 


One observation about the draft decree was that the two dates of 1 January and 

1 July, 1981, proposed for the promotions, are effective dates and constitute the 
closest time for the promotions. That was designed to preserve the distinctions 
between the nominated officers’ classes. 


Among the officers, who number 58, are the director of intelligence, Lt Col 
Johnny ‘Abduh, hie assistant, Staff Lt Col Nabih Farhat, the director of informa- 
tion, Lt Col (pilot) Mahmud Matar, and the commander of the republican guard, Lt 
Col Nahra al-Shaluhi. 


Here are the names of the candidates for promotion to highe: rank, and their ef- 
fective dates: 


1. To brigadier general: Cols Muhayb Yader (medical, 1/7/81), and Husni Rifa't 
(1/7/61). 


2. To colonel: Lt Cols Fauzi Abu Farhat (staff pilot, 1/1/81), As‘ad al-Khuri 
(medical, 1/7/81), Samir Harb (staff pilot, 1/1/81), Zahran Markriyan (medical, 
1/7/81), Majed Hammacah (staff, 1/1/81), Simon Qasis (staff pilot, 1/7/81), 
Kazhem ‘Awadhah (etaf*, 1/7/81), John Farrah (staff, 1/7/81), Na'im Farrah 
(1/7/81), Johnny ‘Ab‘uh (1/7/81), Mahmud Matar (1/7/81), Nabih Farhat (staff, 
1/7/81), and Nahra al-Shaluhi (1/7/81). 


3. To Lt Col: Majors Fayez al-Hakim (1/1/81), Sa‘ud al-Bitar (1/1/81), Albert 
Khuri (1/1/81), Ruhiyah Nasif (1/1/81), Alberto Gharib (naval eng, 1/1/81), 
Hunna Sulaylati (pilot, 1/1/81), Atnas Atnas (1/1/81), George Ma‘iki (1/1/81), 
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Pausi Ma'luf (1/1/81), Kamal Karam (1/1/81), Amin al-‘Ayyas (1/7/81), Joseph 
a@l-Qasi (1/7/61), Nahij Abu Murad (1/7/61), Muhammad Jalul (1/7/81), Nasib ‘Ayd 
(1/7/81), Piyadh Piyadh (staff admin, 1/7/81), and Amin al-Qadhi (1/7/81). 


4, To major: Captains Munir Bijand (1/1/61), Samir ‘Abd al-Sattar (1/1/61), 
Samir Baylan (1/1/81), Antoine 'Atiq (1/1/81), Malham al-Hashem (eng, 1/1/81), 
Nasif Ma‘luf (1/7/81), Ramez Maneur (1/7/61), Pu'ad Nabhan (1/7/81), Marwan 
Qaz'ur (1/7/81), Amin Abu Hamad (1/7/61), Muhammad Munir Ghamrawi (1/7/81), 
Francoie Najam (1/7/81), Fahd al-Maqdad (1/7/81), Ghaesn Ghasn (1/7/81), Naser 
Nasrullah (1/7/81), Muhammad ‘Abdunid (admin, 1/7/81), Muhammad Nuwwaf Hatun 
(1/7/81), Charles Tarraf (1/7/61), Salem Abu Dhaher (1/7/81), Yusef Sasin 
(1/7/81), Maurice Mahfuz (1/7/81), George Dagher (1/7/81), ‘Ald Haasan (1/7/81), 
Mustafa Ibrahim (pilot, 1/7/81), Khalil Matar (pilot 1/7/81), and Nadim al-Asmar 
(doctor, eng 1/7/81). 
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LIBYA 


JALLUD HOLDS PRESS CONFERENCE ON CHAD POLICY 
Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 19 Feb 81 pp 45 


[Report on press conference by Chief of Staff Abdel Salam Jallud, on 18 February 
1981 in N'djamena, Chad 


[Text | Tripoli, 13 Rabla al Thami, 16 February (JAMAHIRIYA NEWS AGENCY). 


Due to their growing sense of awareness, said Major Jallud, the African people are 
perfectly well aware of the fact that the danger threatening Africa originated in 
colonialism and not in Libya, because Libya is an integral part of Africa. The 
colonialist danger, added the major, is detrimental to the freedom of Libya as well 
as to that of Africa. 


In a press conference held in N'djamena, during his visit to Chad, the major noted 
that a certain political awakening is being felt in Africa, an awakening which re- 
presents a real danger for colonialism, and it is the most dangerous weapon. Thus, 
Major Jallud also added, Africa will never be betrayed. 


“Our relations with the African states," he added, “are based on mutual respect. 

We do not impose anything on any African country; rather, we rely on a dialogue as 
a basis for all our affairs. We do not claim to be the guardians of the African 
states; they are free in their relationships with the others." 


During his press conference, Major Jallud next denounced French intervention in 
certain African countries, accusing the French government of attempting to cover up 
its vile intervention in those countries by giving rise to deceitful propaganda 
against the Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, in a vain attempt to expand 
once again its hold over the continent. 


He stated: “We have no disagreement with any African state, because we want peace, 
security and stability.” 


Picking up the question of Chad again, the major once again confirmed that the 
Libyan military presence in chad is the result of a request from the legal govern- 
ment. We intervened, he addea, in accordance with the decisions of the second Lagos 
conference and of the Organizaiion of African Unity [0OaU]. 


Next, he added: “We expected the world and the African countries to thank us be- 
cause we brought an nd to the war, the consequences of which had been disastrous 
for the people of Chac aud whic. threatened to set fire to all of Africa.” He 
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recalled that "if the rebellion, under the leadership of the bloodthirsty Hissene 
Habu, against the people of Chad had been successful, the danger would have reached 
the others," 


"The Libyan forces in Chad," he said, “have a specific responsibility, that of 
strengthening the security and stability, as well as safeguarding the freedom of 
the people of Chad.” 


Commander Jallud emphasized: “Those forces represent no danger at all to the 
African countries. We respect, " he said, “ the will of the African people and 
their political options." 


"We have no desire to remain in Chad even a single day; the Libyan forces will 
withdraw whenever the legitimate government requests it," he noted. 


Commander Jallud stressed the moral and material committment of the Jamahiriya to 
support the people of Chad in the face of any political or economi: pressure. 


Chief of Staff Abdel Salam Jallud stressed: “A new phase of joint action has al- 
ready begun between our two peoples; it is the phase of the reconstruction and 
development of Chad.” 


He declared that: "Together with the legitimate government of Chad, we will conduct 
the battle for development, in order to lighten the burden of long-lasting suffering 
weighing on the people of Chad, and to compensate for the years of injustice, depri- 
vation and destruction it has been the victim of." He noted that the African coun- 
tries must assume their responsibilities and conduct a joint action in order to 
support Chad and to contribute to its development. "The African countries," he 
said, “and specifically the countries bordering on Chad. as well as the petroleum 
producing countri and the bodies dependent on the United Nations, must assume 
their responsibilaties with regard to the people of Chad." Next, he recalled the 
gloomy propaganda adopted by the Western news media with regard to the joint Arab- 
Libyan-Chad communique, and specified that the unity referred to in the communique 
is a unity of the masses and not a political unity. 


“Th's campaign,” he commented, " has only deepened the unionist feelings of the two 
f sternal peoples, and has strengthened the struggle aimed at achieving this unity.” 


In conclusion, he noted: “All relationships between the two peoples will be decided 
only by themselves.” 


B46 3 
CSO: 4800 


59 





LIBYA 


FRANCE POSTPONES PATROL BOAT DELIVERIES 
Paris LE MONDE in French 3 Mar 81 p 30 


“pray France Postpones the Delivery of its 10 Patrol Boats, Ordered in 1977, 
o Libya”. 


[Text | The ceremony for the "receipt" of the "Beir Grassa" gunboat, the prototype 
of the program of 10 missile launching fast patrol boats intended for Libya, did 
not take place as planned at the end of last week at Lorient, where the three first 
units of the same model are currently being tested. As far as the client is con- 
cerned, this cancellation is translated into a postponed delivery of the arms 
ordered by him in March 1977. 


It was in March 1977 that the Libyan government officially ordered 10 missile 
launching fast patrol boats from Mechanical Constructions of Normandy at the 
Cherbourg shipyards, for the sum of approximately 3 billion francs. These boats 
displace 310 tons, and they are primarily armed with four surface to surface Otoman 
missiles and with a 76 millimeter anti-aircraft gun. 


At the present time, the three first gunboats are being fitted out at Lorient, where 
there are 90 Libyan sailors, and two others are being tested at Cherbourg, where 60 
Libyan sailors reside. The Libyan upkeep and maintenance personnel -- approximately 
80 naval dockyard technicians -- were trained over a period of 2 years and have just 
left to return to Tripoli. 


According to our correspondent, a spokesman for the maritime police headquarters at 
Cherbourg has noted that the Libyan gunboats are the object of “higher protection,” 
analogous to the strengthened surveillance which usually surnounds foreign boats 
being fitted out for tests at the naval dockyards. Within well informed circles 

in Paris, it is believed that, whatever legal formula is used, the delivery of the 
Libyan gunboats will be delayed in relation to the contractual agreements. 


Moreover, the shipyards of Cherbourg are in an anal@gous situation relative to Iran, 
as they are also withholding the three last gunboats ordered by the Shah, arguing 
that the client has not yet fully met the terms of his contract. 
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LIBYA 





COMMUNICATIONS, | AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS AT AL-JABAL AL-AKHDAR 

Paris BULI.FTIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 15 Feb 81 p 7 
(Article: "Communications and Agricultural Projects at al-Jabal al-Akhdar" | 

[Text | Al-Jabal al-Akhdar, 10 Rabii al Alkher, 15 February (JAMAHIRIYA NEWS AGENCY). 


The secretary of the People's Committee for Communications and Maritime Transport 
of the municipality of al Jabal al-Akhdar has made it clear that a study is in pro- 
gress concerning a certain number of projects in the area of roads and communication 
among which are the construction of a 150 kilometer road to connect the munici- 
pality's stores, and of an expressway °t Massa Chahat. 


There is also the possibility of the construction of a telephone exchange on the 
esplanade of El Kouf and another in the city of Hl Beidha. 


In accordance with the implementation of the resolutions and recommendations of the 
grass roots people's congresses, 50 telex cables and telephone networks will be 
built at El Paidia, Garnada, Omar El Mokhtar El Hanina, Aslatna and El Fajr El Jadid. 


Furthermore, according to the sources of the People's Committee for Agricultural 
Reform and Land Exploitation of the municipality of al-Jabal al-Akhdar, a study is 
currently in progress with regard to a certain number of agricultural projects, 

such as support for agricultural associations, the construction of «rain warehouses, 
a watering place for animals in pasture areas, the construction of 13 artesian 
wells, the establishment of a certain number of stables, of certain services concerr 
ing the agricultural project of El Wassita, and chicken raising centers intended for 
ege production. 


The projects are distributed among El Beidha, Chahat, Kasylibia, Siatna and Gandouda, 
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LIBYA 


REPORT ON CLOSING SESSTON OF MEFTING OF STUDENTS' UNION 


Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 11 Feb 81 pp 5-7 


|Report on closing session of the meeting of the General Union of Students of the 
Jama!.iriya at Benghazi, on 10 February 1981 | 


[Text | Benghazi, 6 Rabii al Akher, 11 February (JAMAHIRIYA PRESS AGENCY). 


Last night, the fifth general congress of the General Union of Students of the 
Jamahiriya ended its session which was held at the University of Garyounes in 
Berythazi, under the motto: "Students are the instrument of revolution, unity and 
prorrress." 


During the final session, which took place yesterday evening at 1700 hours (local 
time), the resolutions and recommendations adopted by the grass roots student con- 
gresses and formulated by the general congress, were read. 


These resolutions of the General Union of Students of the Jamahiriya consider’ the 
contents of the address by the head of the revolution to the congress to be the 
action guide for student congresses during the next stage, and emphasize the fact 
that the students will be the instrument of consolidation of power for the people 
and of the era of the masses, and the heralds of the people's revolution through 
their revolutionary committees. They have, as a guide, The Green Book through 
which they have discovered the vanity of modern democracies and the reality of the 
exploitation socicty. 


The student congresses also decided to reorganize the General Union of Students of 
the Jamahiriya, in such a way as to achieve the power of the people. They approved 
the establishment of a student liaison office, whose mission will consist of build- 
ing excellent and solid relationships with the Arab and world student unions and 
organizations. 


The congresses decided to revolutionize the passive traditional methods to liberate 
minds by stressing technological sciences and specialized schools, in order to 
serve the new transformation at the level of civilization and to contribute to the 
solving of the problems of the masses. 


At their congresses, the student masses emphasized the need to accelerate the im- 
plementation of higher education programs in the universities and institutes for 
higher learning in Jamahiriya, and to refrain from calling on foreign experts, ex- 
cept in highly specialized fields. The student congresses also recommended a 
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transformation of the s.udent sector to shifi it fvom a milieu of inactive and 
consumer forees to one of production, in order to contribute to the establishment 
of a self-sufficient society, and they approved tre mtion introduced to this effent. 


Underlining the resolutions of the people's congresvxes with regard to transformation 
of educational institutions and productive unite ints military barracks, the student 
confresses have elaborated a program to this effect, ‘eoause they are conscious of 
the seriousness of the stage our Arab nation is going through i, order to Lift the 
blockade which hostile circles try to impose. 


The student masses also elaborated numerous pointe +ith regard to the implementation 
of the motion concerning study missions abroad, by etreseing the positive aspects 
included in the motion on tests. The student congre.ses adopted The Green Book as 
their political, economic and social dogma, underlinii.¢ the fact that the informa- 
tion which the General Union of Students of the Jamahir.va intends to disseminate 
abroad should be an offensive, incentive and unioniet inf. rmation, which announces 
the hour of emancipation for humanity from all pol'tical, etonomic and social ills, 
and the dawn of the era of the masses, while man will liberate himself from the yoke 
of insipid cultures, from the tyranny of established ideas concerning iniquitous 
relationships and from regimes which alienate liberty, justice and humanity itself. 


The congresses also insisted that the relationships of the General Union of Students 
of the Jamahiriya throufithe student liaison office, should be harmonized with those 
objectives, placing the emphasis on support for the General Union of Arab Students, 

in order that it may truly be the sole spokesman for the desire of the Arab students 
to liberate themselves from apathy and absorption and to combine its efforts with a 

view to serving the objectives of the Arab struggle. 


The congresses also stressed *the importance of participating effectively in all ac- 
tivities and programs organized by the Union of African Students in order to make 
that slogan “Africa for the Africans; Africa has no other alliance than with it- 
self,” a reality. 


The student congresses believe that it is necessary to consolidate the effective 
role of the General Union of Students of the Jamahiriya within the World Union of 
Stuternts and its participation in all constructive activities organized by this 
‘iuternational union, as well as a rapprochement in the relationships between the 
General Union of Libyan Students and student organizations in the world. The stu- 
dent congresses developed an action program for each area for the current year. 
They also adopted an approximate budget, which will be necessary to cover the imple- 
mentation of these programs. 


Finally, they approved the points submitted in the motion on financing. 
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LIBYA 


BRIEFS 


PROJECTS WITH YUGOSLAVIA <= Tripoli, 10 Rabli al Alkher, 15 February (JAMAHIRIYA 
NEWS AGENCY). Yesterday, the secretary of the General People's Committee for Agri- 
cultural Reform and Land Exploitation signed an agreement for the creation of a 
mixed Libyan-Yugoslavian company, to be responsible for drilling operations, dams, 
and studies on irrigation and on 4 stabiligation of compost. The creation of this 
company falls within the framework of agricultural cooperation as planned in the 
light of the activities of the mixed Libyan-Yugoslavian commission for cooperation. 
Text Paris BULLETIN QUOTIDIEN DE L'AGENCE JAMAHIRIYA-PRESSE in French 15 Feb 
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MOROCCO 


BRIEFS 


REACTION TO ALGERTAN STATEMENT=<=<The Moroccan ambassador to Brussels has reacted 
atrongly to the Alperian statement. The Moroccan ambassador made several remarks 
after what he termed “the resounding defeat suffered by the Algerian Government 
in the Luropean Parliament despite ite maneuvers and its pressure, which the 
European assembly described as intolerable." The Moroccan ambassador stated: 

"By urging Algeria not to allow the Tindouf sanctuary to be used to launch armed 
attacks on Morocco the European Parliament is recalling that this bilateral 
conflict is being maintained from outside with the Algerian Government's direct 
complicity if not on ite culpable initiative.” [Text] [LD231117 Brussels LE SOIR 
in French 17 Mar 81 p 3] 
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SUDAN 


BRIEFS 


EXPULSION OF PLO MEMBERS -- On Sunday, 22 February, the PLO representative in 
Khartoum, Mr Khaled Abdallah Ramadane, and three of his colleagues were declared 
persona non e@rata by the Sudanese government. They will have to leave Sudanese 
territory within “ hours. According to the MIDDLE EASTERN PRESS AGENCY, which 
Cited a Sudanese official, the expulsion of Mr Ramadane and his colleagues was mo- 
tivated by their "flagrant hostility toward the Sudanese government, both domesti- 
cally and abroad, and their threat of terrorist acts in the country.” Text | 
Paris LE MONDE in French 2/- Feb 51 p 10 | Bub 3 
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SYRLA 


KHADDAM COMMENTS ON OMANI PRESENCE ON CULF COUNCIL 
JN181345 Damascus = mestic Service in Arabic 1215 GMT 18 Mar 81 


[Text] ‘Abd al-Halim Khaddam, deputy prime minister and foreign affairs minister, 
arrived in Doha from Kuwait this morning on an official visit to Qatar, which is 
part of his tour of several of the region's states. 


GNA quotes Khaddam as saying upon his arrival that he is carrying 4 message trom 
President liafiz al-Asad to Qatari Amir Shaykh Khalifah ibn Hamad Al Thani. He 
added that the message deals with the current situation and possibi: developments 
in the region. 


He was received at the airport by Shaykh Ahmad ibn Sayf Al Thani, Qatari minister 
of state for foreign affairs. 


Khaddam had made a statement to the SANA correspondent in Kuwait in which he said: 
I was happy to meet with His Highness Shaykh Jabir Ahmad al-Sabah, to whom I con- 
veyed a message from President Hafiz al-Asad. We reviewed the Arab and inter- 
national situation and bilateral relations. His highness the amir requested that 
1 convey his regards and a message to President Hafiz al-Asad. 


Khaddam described Syrian-Kuwaiti relations as excellent and fraternal, adding 
that these relations are based on cooperation, confidence and understanding of 
all issues. 


In reply to a question on the Syrian stand on the cooperation council for the Arab 
states of the Gulf, which includes six Arab Gulf states--Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, 
Bahrain, Qatar, the UAE and Oman--Khaddam said: <Any Arab action between two or 
more atates should be regarded with satisfaction as long as it is within the 
framework of bolstering joint Arab action and the Arab League charter. We would 
like to make one observation on the council; namely, the presence of Oman, which 
has relations with al-Sadat and is associated with U.S. bases. 


The deputy prime minister and foreign affairs minister expressed the hope that 


those in charge of this council will manage to remove the causes of such 
reservations. 
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SYRIA 


JORDANIAN STUDENTS IN EUROPE DENOUNCE AMMAN REGIME 
JNL91845 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 1615 GMT 19 Mar 61 


{"Text" of cable Syrian President Hafiz al-Asad received from the Secretariat of 
the West Europe Confederation of Jordanian Students National Union--date not 
given) 


[Text] On the occasion of the 18th anniversary of the 8 March revolution, we in 
the Secretariat of the West Europe Confederation of Jordanian Students National 
Union extend to you and to the LCyrian Arab people our best wishes and warmest 
militant congratulations. 


Mr President: Having become acquainted with your important speech on this giori- 
ous occasion, we stress to you from our position in the Jordanian student move- 
ment, which is considered an indivisible part of the national movement in our 
country, that your speech, particularly that part on Jordan, constitutes a 
historic document condemning the Jordanian regime's treason and its reactionary 
and capitulatory trend. The Jordanian regime, which was forced at a stage of 
national awakening, the time of al-Nabulsi's national government, to abrogate 
the British-Jordanian treaty, is still insisting after 24 years on obstructing 
our country's completion of its real national Liberation and sovereignty. It is 
still insisting on making the country crey for world imperialist subservience 
and a security valve for the Zionist entity as well as a base for counterrevolu- 
tion. 


We strongly denounce the Jordanian regime's continuation of its plotting against 
the PLO and the Palestinian Arab people's inalienable national rights. We also 
strongly denounce its collusion with and support for the Muslim Brotherhood gangs 
in order to subjugate Syria and paralyze its internal front. 


Mr President: On this occasion we would like to express our pride in Syria's 
role in the steadfastness and confrontation front and its steadfastness, which 
constitutes, alongside the Palestinian revolution, the main citadel of steadfast- 
ness in the face of the Camp David alliance and imperialist-Zionist-reactionary 
schemes. 
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TUNISIA 


"Lk MONDE’ VIEWS TROUBLES FACING DEMOCRATIZATLON 
LD1L31201 Paris LE MONDE in French 10 Mar 81» 3 
[Michel Deus. Tunis dispatch: "The Hazards of Democratization" | 


(Text) After assurances given last Thursday by Prime Minister Mzali, the strike 
which disrupted public transport in Tunis for 1 week ended on 7 March. Since 
then the government has held daily meecings to decide on measures which will make 
it possible to remedy the erosion of purchasing power, to index-1 nk salaries and 
prices and to combat inflation. At the same time calm does not seem to have 
returned completely to all the schools and colleges and some establishments have 
had to be closed in Tunis and in several cities inside the country. 


After years of authoritarianism the path of democratization has not been easy. 
In the period of just under | year that the Tunisian Government has been com- 
mitted to this process it has already had several opportunities to realize this 
and has just done so once more in recent weeks. 


The unrest which exploded in the top grades of secondary schools and spilled over 
rapidly to the university, and the public transport strike in the capital cannot 
be regarded as mere “hitches.” In different ways they signify several currents 
of opposition which are devoted to slowing down, if not obstructing a democratic 
evolution which however, has been long awaited. 


The problems around which the different opposition movements have crystallized 
do indeed exist. They have been concerning the majority of Tunisians for a long 
time and the government has not always acted with the requisite severity, prin- 
cipally on price control. If the ground was thus favorable, it did not stop the 
recent unrest recorded here and there being based not on what, when all is said 
and done, are justified demands but on often improbable rumors (such as a pro- 
jected deduction [rom salaries to benefit widows and divorced women) which were 
spread deliberately. 


Without dwelling on the hypothesis advanced in political circles of a veritable 
plot by elements of the extreme left or right--be they secular or religious--or 
even of these two tendencies occasicnally uniting for the needs of the cause, 
it is a fact that certain people have applied themselves to starting a fire and 
then stoking it up. 
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The emall extreme left groups which have always fought the regime have been 
joined, for about 3 years, by Islamic integrists, who are far more powerful and 
more active and whom the previous government allowed to become organized in the 
hope that they would counterbalance Marxist activiem. The two trends will 
unquestionably iose part of their audience and the sympathies which they have 
managed to arouse if the opening-up policy is carried through to a successful 
cone Lusion. 


Among trade unionists, two--minority=-tendencies are more than dubious about the 
current experiment. The first, which never completely accepted the setting up 
under the government's wing of a national trade union commission which, moreover, 
includes the majority of the old leaders from before the explosion of 26 January 
1978, adheres to a radical position by demanding, among other things, the 
immediate proclamation of a general amnesty law and the lifting of the house 
arrest affecting Mr Habib Achour, for which it is appealing. The second, con- 
sisting of members of the leadership imposed after "Black Thursday" and also 
represented within the trade union commission, records not without bitterness 
the insults continuously heaped on it by the grass roots at trade union con- 
gresses where it suffers repeated setbacks which will exclude it almost totally 
from the upcoming congress of the workers trade union center planned for before 
summer. 


In business circles, the great beneficiaries of the economic liberalization in 
recent years, the prospect of a resumption of free trade union activity which 
will inevitably make demands arouses just as much apprehension. Finally, within 
the structures of the Destourian Socialist Party, principally at regional level, 
the people installed to apply the policy of firmness then in force consider, 
either through belief or from concern to preserve their privileges, that the line 
now being followed can only lead to anarchy. 


It is clear that, 4 weeks away from the Destourian Socialist Party's extraordinary 
congress which is due to sanctify an opening-up which seems irreversible, the 
escalation of unrest likely to lead to repression would serve some people's 
interests. 
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TUNISIA 


STUDENT DISORDERS REPORTED 
Fight Against Student Incitement 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 21 Feb 81 p 5 


|Report on speech by Mr Mohamed Frej Chedli, minister of national education, to the 
congrese of the cell for higher education of Tunis: “To Fight Energetically Against 
Attempts to Poison the Minds of Our Students"; on 20 February 1981 at the headquar- 
ters of the Tunis Coordination Committee | 


[Excerpts | Yesterday afternoon, at the headquarters of the Tunis Coordination Com- 
mittee, while presiding over the congress of the cell for higher education of Tunis, 
Mr Mohamed Frej Chedli, minister of national education, launched an appeal to the 
teachers, the parents of students and the party groups in the establishments of 
higher education, to deny the rumors which have recently circulated concerning the 
cancellation of the seventh special year in technical education and the introduction 
of reforms in the baccalaureate exams, rumors which are at the root of the troubles 
which have occurred at some establishments. 


In this context, the minister noted that one should not sit around idly in the face 
of such rumors and that one should fight energetically against attempts at mind 
poisoning, of which the students are the object. He added that the troubles which 
occurred in a few establishments cannot harm the country’s educational policy -- a 
subject of pride for all Tunisians --, when it is known that the state has set aside 
one-third of its budget for education in the framework of a choice which makes man 
the major end product of the work of development. 


Today, he aided, our programs tend to further a coordination between training and 
the job market and to open “school to the environment.” 


“The convincing results of this experiment have led the ministry to conclude con- 
tracts with industrial enterprises which agree to recruit graduates of technical 
education,” he stressed. 
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Appeal to Workers’ Vigilance 


Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 21 Feb 81 p 5 


|Report on communique from the National Trade Union Commission: “Appeal to the Vi- 
gilance of the Workers" | 


/Toxt | In a communique, iesued yesterday, the National Trade Union Commission de- 
nounced all violent demonstrations which have occurred in recent weeks, and speci- 
fically the actions of certain elements which have incited high school students to 
demonstrate and have attacked teachers and destroyed school equipment. 


It also denounced the actions of certain elements among the union groups who tried 
to impose themselves through force and violence. 


The National Commission emphasized that an investigation has been opened and that 
the necessary measures will be taken to put an end to these actions, which are con- 
trary to the principles of trade unionism. 


After having reaffirmed its attachment to dialogue as the sole efficient means to 
solve the problems, the Commission noted that a recourse to violence is a rejection 
of the dialogue. It denounced all attempts aimed at poisoni. the minds of children 


Furthermore, the Commission launched an urgent appeal for vigilance by all the 
workers, in order to oppose all violent demonstrations and provocaticns, which can 
cnly harm the interests of the working masses. The Commission stressed that the 
trade union cadres, which are currently working on the reconstruction of the UGTT 
|Tunisian General Federation of Labor] on sound and solid bases, are more than ever 
Called upon to be vigilant and to show solidarity, to safeguard the unity of their 
ranks, and to strengthen democracy, freedom and social justice. 


Violence on Campus 
Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 22 Feb 81 pp 1, 5 
[article : “Who Benefits From Anarchy?" | 


_Text, On Friday, the College cf Sciences on the campus of the University of Tunis, 
was the scene of serious events during which the campus was given over to senseless 
violence, punctuated by assaults, illegal confinements and the taking over of the 
premises -- the threats uttered end acts perpetrated on the university staffs would 
lead one to believe that such senseless behavior on the part of certain elements, 
Which are organized in structured and violent groups, hides a much more worrisome 
phenomenon than simple university troubles as one might have thought at first. As 
a matter of fact, there is reason to wonder about the reality of a student involve- 
ment in events, where everything quite obviously points to provocation -- if not 
manipulation -- by elements which eyewitnesses, on more than one occasion, deemed 
to be foreign to the University... 


What are the designs of those who foment this anarchy? Whose interest would be 

serv’ i by inciting disorder for the sake of disorder and by taking pleasure in it 
because it serves their own interests? To whom are the climate of open-mindedness 
and the institutimsof democracy so displeasing that they immediately sow discord by 
arousing centers of turmoil and dissension wherever they can? 








All questions which we invite Tunisians -- all Tunisians, even those whose good 
faith has been deceived -- to raise meticulously about the real motives which pro- 
pell those who, in secret, incite to clashes and to division and to whom all means 
are acceptable to achieve their goals. 


It bevan during the month of December 1980, with latent troubles at university res- 
taurants and residence halls; next, it flooded over into high school educational 
establishments, and all pretexts are exploited to introduce confusion and diversion 
into the serenity of the minds -- even if this means the exploitati 1 of young high 
school students! --; and now, the circle has been closed with the eturn of trouties 
to the University. 


Masked Commando Group 


Let us consider the substance of the facts as they reached us from usually well 
informed sources. 


At 1115 hours, on Friday morning, a commando group invaded the administrative offi- 
ces of the College of Sciences before quickly occupying the laboratorice -- speci- 
fically the chemistry laboratory, which is the best equipped in Tunisia --: then 
the assailants went into action. 


A commando group, all the members of which were wearing hoods, burst into the office 


of the dean and the secretary general of the above mentioned college. These two of- 
ficials were led to the office of the secretary general, manhandled and pushed about, 
and remained sequestored there for a long time. 


What were the intentions of the attackers? They furiously turned on the dean, ask- 
ing him to transmit a motion to the Ministry of the Interior demanding the evacua- 
tion of the BOP | Public Order Brigade |, which was stationed on road X, in the area 
surrounding the University. During this bargaining, the two hostages, subjected to 
the fury of the attackers, were the object of undisguised threats. Specifically, 
the dean's coat and tie were removed. Threatened with an impressive paper cutter, 
30 centimeters long, he was submitted to a simulated hanging, while a plastic noose 
was brandished in front of his face! 


We believe that the behavior of the commando members during these dramatic events 
was very revealing. Indeed, while the orders were - apparently -- given by students, 
the execution of them was in all likelihood carried out by people from outside the 
University. 


up the commando yy seemed to have explosives and grenades at their disposal, 
making it clear their victims that, in case of necessity, they would not hesitate 
to use them to blow up the University. These explosives had apparently been trans- 
ported in a plastic bucket which the assailants kept with them at all times. 


In addition to the threats poured out upon their hostages, the individuals who made 
er 


The dean's ordeal did not end until 1530 hours, when his kidnappers put an end to 
his sequestration after having held him at their mercy for 4 hours. 


Earlier, the College teachers, indignant about the situation in which their dean 
found himself, had met as a group to talk with the command» group. At the end of 
which, everybody -- commando group, hostages and teachers -- agreed to meet at the 
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amphitheater for general negotiations. It was only at the end of a marathon of ne- 
gotiations, which lasted until approximately 1800 hours, that the dean's kidnappers, 
in desperation, abandoned their demands to have a motion signed by the teachers be- 
fore dispersing and leaving the premises. 


Secret Ministerial Decisions 


On the other hand, we believe that a special impromptu meeting took place, bringing 
together Mr Abdelaziz Ben Dhia, minister of higher education and of scientific re- 
search, and the deans of the university colleges; having started at 2100 hours on 
Friday evening, this meeting ended around 0100 hours early Saturday morning. While 
the details of the decisions which were made have not been revealed, it has been 
learned, on the other hand, that classes were suspended on the University campus as 
of yesterday, and this until further order. 


This decision follows the one to close curtain high schools, as a result of the dis- 
orders which have taken place since the beginning of the week. The headmasters, 
faced with the responsibility of ensuring that classes would be held normally in 
their establishments, were led to ask the responsible regional officials to announce 
the closure of the public high schools. It should be noted that in most cases, not 
to say invariably, the disorders here were the result of intervention by elements 
from outside the establishments, including youth who, one after another, were swept 
up in the organized disorder. 


In this regard, there is reason to make an appeal for awareness and vigilance, so 
that parents and educators -- at whatever level -- will assume their responsibility 
and enlighten their children paternally and pedagogically. What it comes down to, 
in fact, is to thwart the underhanded manoeuvers of certain malevolent elements. 


In view of the evidence, why so much agitation, so much violence? Are there credi- 
ble school or university related reasons? It is obvious that the overwhelming ma- 
jority of our young high school and university students unconsciously and without 
proper judgement followed political slogans, which were very foreign to their legi- 
timate concerns. 


Who then manipulates our young people and to what end? This is the question which 
all Tunisians should ask themselves today. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


STUDENT TROUBLES -- Friday was marked by troubles at the university as well as in 
some public and private high schools. Disturbances caused by mobs of university 
students and high school students gathered on the public highway required the inter- 
vention of the police force. Complete calm was restored in the afternoon. One fact 
should be stressed: not a single university related grievance was put forth by the 
striking students, whose slogans revealed political and ideological tendencies which 
are foreign to student pursuits... | Text | f tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 21 
Feb 81 p5| 8463 


CALL TRADE UNION MEETING -- As a result of *tne incidents which occurred on Friday, 
20 February, of this year, at the University of Tunis, specifically at the College 
of Sciences, and in answer to a request from all the teachers meeting at the College 
of Sclences and at the College of Law, the national headquarters of the National 
Union for Higher Biucation and Scientific Research and of the Union of Senior Lec- 
turers and Professors of Higher Education, are calling all teachers and researchers 
at the University to a joint general meeting, to be held on Monday, 23 February 
1981, at 1600 hours, at the College of Law of Tunis. For the national headquarters, 
Tajeb Baccouche, M'Hamed Zouaghi. | Text | | Tunis LA PRESSE DE TUNISIE in French 

22 Feb 81 p 5_ 8463 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


GULF PAPER COMMENTS ON DETENTE BETWEEN SUPERPOWERS 
JNL90912 Abu Dhabi /MTRATES NEWS AGENCY in Arabic 0720 GMT 19 Mar 81 


{Text] Dubayy, 19 Mar (ENA)--The paper AL-BAYAN today cautions against inter- 
national detente if the two superpowers understand this to be a form of bargain- 
ing between them to divide the spoils; namely, the Third World states and the 
rights and interests of these states' peoples. 


In its editorial, the paper says: We support detente as long as it is the only 
way to establish peace, security and stability. The paper adds: However, the 
superpowers’ concept of detente differs from ours. 


The recent statements by Washington and Moscow on a proposed summit between U.S. 
President Reagan and Soviet leader Brezhnev clearly indicate what the two sides 
mean by detente; namely, an agreement to divide the world into spheres of influ- 
ence in such a way that each side will have a recognized share of the spoils-- 
the Third World. 


The paper adds: In Moscow, Brezhnev has expressed readiness to come to an under- 
standing and bargain, saying that he does not object to the discussion of the 
situation in Afghanistan as long as this discussion is part of a wider one that 
will include the Gulf region. The paper points out that the simple explanation 
for this diplomatic proposal is: Let us divide interests; the Gulf is yours and 
Afghanistan is ours. 


The paper states that the Western states are also discussing the coming summit 
more candidly, thinking of it as a new Yalta similar to that when almost vic- 
torious, the World War II allies held a summit conference in the city of Yalta, 
which lies on the Black Sea. During this summit, which was attended by 
Roosevelt, Churchill and Stalin, the allies agreed to divide the world into 
spheres of influence so that each side would get its share of the spoils follow- 
ing the victory over Nazi Germany. 


The paper affirms its rejection of such a concept, saying: We are independent 
states having our own interests, will and special ways of life. We therefore 
reject any agreement from higher up that will either put us in a position of 
subservience to or under the protection of this or that side. We alone are 
responsible for our nation, and with our potentials, we are capable of 
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safeguarding thie nation, Thus, we will not accept any mandate over us under any 


slogan, be this mandate an Laatern or Western one, 


The paper concludes: What semaines to be said is that any distorted detente of 
the kind they are calling for will not represent 4 path tcwar! peace 48 much as 


it will be a hotbed for conflict, 


We hope that the U.S, and Soviet leaders will consider cheese cealities as they 


we 


contemplate 4 meeting. 








UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


OlL MINISTER JORDAN VISLTT, GULF SECURITY 
LD1L/0921 London AL=SHARQ AL=AWSAT in Arabic 14 Mar 81 p 1 


[AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT report: "Al-'Utaybah to AL=SHARQ AL=AWSAT: 'A Four-Point 
Program for Consolidating Gulf Security; No to Increasing Oil Prices at the Next 
OPEC Conference'" | 


[Text] Amman=--UAE Petroleum and Natural Resources Minivter Dr Mani’ sa'id 
al-'Utaybah stated that the recently formed Gulf Cooperation Council comprising 
six Gulf states does not constitute any form of union or unity but is tantamount 
to a process of organizing cooperation among these states. He emphasized that the 
Gulf states are responsible for the area's security and proposed a four-point 
program for this purpose. 


In an exclusive statement to AL=SHARQ AL-AWSAT before leaving the Jordanian 
capital, Amman, at the conclusion of a 4-day visit, Dr al-'Utaybah said that the 
description of the present coordination among the Arab ulf states as union or 
unity is a gross exaggeration. He said that what is now taking place is not new; 
it is a reorganization of relations which existed before in the form of specialized 
councils, such as the ouncils of information, foreign, econoty and health minis- 
ters which convened periodically. 


He added that these fraternal states, which are closely linked, have deep bonds 
Since ancient times by strong ties of biood and kinship it was necessary there- 
fore to organize these relations on a firm basis, hence the Guif Cooperation 
Council. 


It is worth notir that this council was tormed a short time ago. it comprises 
the Saudi Arabian Kingdom, the LAE, Kuwait, Qatar, Bahrain and Oman. 


In the urse of reply to a question on Arab Gulf security and on what has 
been reiterated about the intention of some Western states, particularly the 
United States, t et special forces to defend the area's security and insuré 
the flow of oil to the West, the UAE petroleum and natural resources minister 
said that Gulf security must be undertaken by the Gulf states themselves becaus« 
they alone are neerned with their area. Dr al-"Utaybah proposed a four-point 
program, which tf f lemented, he said, will insure security in the Arab Gulf 
ar 





1, The establiahment of stability in that sensitive area, whici, he said, is 
floating on a sea of oil, 


2. Keeping the Gulf area aloof from international conflicts, 


3}, Keeping ‘foreign) armies and fleets away from this sea of oil which, accord- 
ing to him, ie inflammable. 


4, Strengthening the Gulf states economically and politically. 


Dr al="Utaybah added that if the Gulf etates are strengthened, they will consti- 
tute what he termed as a “chain of Gulf security,” and will undertake to preserve 
the area's security. 


He added that his country does not perceive stability as requiring friends to 
come and to bring their armies because a step of this kind could prompt the other 
side to do the same. He said that what is taking place on the high seas among 
the big powers does not concern the Gulf states but the big powers alone. 


In reply to another question about the likelihood that the next normal OPEC 
session in Geneva in May will adopt a decision to increase oil prices, 

Dr al-'Utaybah said that the adoption of a decision to increase oil prices 
depends on the market situation and on supply and demand. He said that as far 
as he and his country's delegation are concerned, they will not support any 
increase in oil prices. 


The UAE petroleum minister justified his stance by saying that he believes the 

time has come for us to give the oil market a breathing space and to allow the 

world economy to digest the sharp increases in oil prices of 1979 and 1980. He 
said that it is in the interest of DJPEC as well as in the interest of all of us 
to freeze the oil prices until the end of the current year. 


On the purpose of his visit to Jordan, Dr al-'Utaybah said that he brought with 
him a message from LAE President Shaykh Zayid ibn Sultan for King Husayn of 
Jordan and that his visit was also to exchange views on matters related to the 
relations and bilateral cooperation between the two countries and on the current 
Arab situation. 


Political observers in the Jordanian capital, Amman, believe that one of the aims 
of the UAE petroleun uwinister's visit to Jordan was to exchange views with the 
Jordanian monarch and Jcrdanian Government officials on Gulf security in the 
light of King Husayn's forthcoming visit to the Soviet Union and the United 
States in the next few months. 


The observers also believe that the discussion of military cooperation between the 
UAE and Jordan, especially in connection with Jordan's provision of technical 
advice for the UAF Army, was also one of the aims of Dr al-'Utaybah's visit to 
Jordan since he was accompanied by Shaykh Zavid's military adviser and UAE Army 
Commander ‘Awwad 1i-Khalidi. lt was observed that Bahrain Crown Prince and 
Defense Minister Shavkh Hamad ibn ‘Isa Al Khalifah visited Jordan immediately 
after Dr al-"Utaybah's visit. 
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YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC 


BRLEFS 


AL=ASNAJ PARLIAMENTARY IMMUNITY LIFTED--San'a', 24 Mar (QNA)--The People's Con- 
atituent Assembly has decided .o lift parliamentary immunity from ‘Abdallah 
al-Asnaj, former foreign minister and People's Constituent / «embly member, 

prior to his trial on charges of national and pan<-Arab treason. San'a' Radio 
said the assembly decided at yesterday's meeting to lift al-Asnaj's parliamentary 
immunity. Al-Asnaj and Muhammad Khamis, ftormer director of YAR national security, 
are accused of spying on YAR President ‘Ali ‘Abdallah Salih, who froze their 
powers when these charges were brought against them. Muhammad Khamis, who, for 
several years was considered YAR's strongman, did not accept the president's 
decision. And when he became active on the security and political levels, he 

met hie death. Al-Asnaj was arrested on an order from ‘Abd al-Karim al-'‘Arshi, 
vice president of the republic and speaker of the People's Constituent Assembly, 
when security organs found documents proving his involvement in this espionage, 
which is being described as the “Yemeni Watergate." [Text] |JN240948 Doha QNA 

in Arabic 08645 GMT 24 Mar 81] 
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